A PITVQYVS 


LAMENTATION 


OF THE MISERABLE 
ESTATE OF THE 
CHVRCHE 


ok Chꝛiſt in Englande, iu the time of the late 
teuolt from the goſpel, Wwherin is conteyned a 
learned compariſon betwene the comfoztable 
doctrine of the golpell, # the traditions of the 
poptſh religion ; with an mlkructton how the 
true Chziſtian ought to behaue himleif in 
the tyme of trpall. wWzytten by 
that woꝛthy martyz of god 
Nicolas Rydley, late 
2Bpyſilhoppe of 

ondon. 
Neuer befoze this tyme 

unpꝛynted. 


C wherevnto are alſo annexed certapne 
letters of John Careles, wꝛirten in 
the tyme of his impꝛiionment. 


Peruſed and allo wed according to the 
Quenes Maiefties Iniunctions. 
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A Lamentacion of the 
Churche. 


111 


Ls, what myſery is 
>4| thy churche b:oug hte 
V-- onto (O Lo2d) at this 

„ V4 daye;? hereof late 5 
e&4ADY  Wo2d of the Lozd was 
—-_ tric pꝛeached, was 
redde and hearde tn euerp towne, in 


eucry churthe, in euerp vyllage, yea 


almoſte in euerp honeſt mans houſe: 
alas nowe is it extled & baniſhed out 
of the whole Nealme. Df late whoo 
was not glad to be taken fo2 a loner 
of Goddes wo2de, fo2 a reader, fo2 a 
redy hearer, and foꝛ a learner of the 
— : & now (alas) who dare beare 
any open coũtenance foward it, but 
ſuch as are content in Chziſtes cauſe 
t foz his wo2des ſake to ſtand to the 
daunger + loſſe of all that they haue: 
Ok late there was to be founde of 
euerp age, of euerp degree and kynd 
of people, that gaue their dilygence 
to learne as they coulde out of gods 
woo2de, the articles of the chziſtian 


fayth, thecommaundmentes of god 
Ai and | 
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and the [o2ds pꝛaper. The babes and T 
pounge chyldꝛen were tangt fe theſe 
things of their parents, of their ma- 
ſters, +4 welielp of their curates in e⸗ 
utrychurche: 4 the aged foikte whp-/ 

che had hen b:ought vp in blinden e 
and in ignozaunce ok thoſe thynges 
| whpche encry chziſtlan is bounde to 
 knowe, when other wpſe they coulde 
not, pet they lerned the ſame by often 
bearyng their chyldzen and ſeruants 
repeating the ſame: But now, alas, 
and alas again, the falſe pzophets of 
Antech2ilt which are paſt all ſhame, 
bo openly p2each in pulpets vnto the 
people of God that thecatcchiſme is 
to be counted hereſp : whereby thep; 
olde blindenelle is bzonghte dome a- 
 gapne: fo2 the aged are afrapd of the 
higher powers, and the pouthe is as 
baſhed e aſhamed euen of that which 
they haue lerned, though it be Gods 
| woꝛde and dare no moze meddle. 

!! Ot late in euerpe congregation 
! thzoughout ail England was made 
| pzayer a peticion vnto God to be de⸗ 
E liuered from the e tyꝛannye of the by · 
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| chop of Rome and all bis deteſtable I 


enozmities: from all falſe dodryne 
and hereſie: And now alas, Sathz 
hath perſwaded Cnglad by his fall 
hed and crafte to reuoke her old god⸗ 
ly pzayer, to recant the ſame, # p2o- 
uoke the fearefull wzath and indpg⸗ 
nation of nod Vpon her owne pate. 
Ok late by ſtraite lawes and oꝛdi⸗ 
naunces, with the conſent of the no- 
bles and commonaltie, and fol agre- 
ment and counſatle of the pꝛelates ; 
clergie, was baniſhed hence the beaſt 
of Babylon, with lawes, J ſay, und 
with othes and al meances*that then 
coulde be deupſed foz ſo godip a prir- | 
poſe: But now alas, all theſe lawes 
are troden under foote: the nobles, 
the commonaltie, the pꝛelates 4 clar 
gle are quite chaunged and ail thoſe 
othes though they were herein made | 
in fudgement, tuſfice and truth, and 
the matter neuer ſo good, dothe no 
moze volde then a bond of ruſhes, o: 
of a barlep ſtrawe, noz publyke per⸗ 
turie no moze fearcthe them then a 


ſhadowe vppon the wall, 
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belonging to the pudlike mpniſtcrie 
| of gods holy and wholſome woozde ; 


Ok late it was agreed tn England 
of all handes, acco2dinge to Paules 
doctrine and Chzpſtes commaunde- 
ment, as Paule ſapthe plapne, that 
nothinge oughte to be doane in the 
church in the publike congregation, 
bat in that tongue which. the congre 
gation coulde vnderſtande, that all 
might be edified therby, wheather it 
were common pzaler, [adminiftratto 
of the ſacramets, 02 any other thinge 


but alas all is turned vpſidedowne. 
Paules doctrine is put aparte:Ch2i- 
ſtes commaundemente is not regar⸗ 
ded : fo2 nothing is bearde common- 
ly in the Churche but in a ſtraunge 
tongue that the people doth nothing 
vnderſtande. 

Ok late all men and women were 
taught after Chꝛiſts dor ine to p2ay ! 
in that tongue which they could vn- | 
derſtand, that they might pꝛap with 
harte, that whiche they ſhuld ſpeake 
with their tongue: Nowe, alas, the 
vnlearned people is b2ought in that | 
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blyndeneſſe agapne, to thyncke that 
they pꝛape, when they ſpeake wpth | 
thetr tongue, they can not tel what, 
no2 wherok: their harte is nothynge | 
myndefull at all, fo2 that it can vn- | 
| derſtande neuer a whyt thcrof, | 
Ok late the loꝛdes ſupper was due⸗ 
ly miniſtred and taughte to be made 
common to all that were true Chꝛy⸗ 
4 ſtlans, with thankes geuing and ſct- | 
tinge kozthe of the Lozdes death and | 
paſſion, vntil his returninge agapne 


to iudge bothe quicke and deadde: 
But nowe alas, the Lo2des table is | 
qupte ouerthzowen, and that whych | 
| ought to be common to all godly, is | 
made patuate to a few vngodiy, with | 
| out any kinde of thankelgeuinge, o2 
| any ſettinge fozth of the to2ds death 
at all, that the people is able to vn-! | 
derſtande. | ns 
Ok late all that were endued with | | 
the light and grace of vaderſtanding | 5 
of goddes holye myſteries, did bleſſe | 1 
god which had bꝛoughte them out of 74 
that bozrible blyndeneſſe and igno⸗ 4 
raunce, whereby tn tymes paſte be- | N 
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inge reduced by Satans abteityes, 5 
they beiened that the ſacrament was 
not the ſacrament, but the thynge it 
ſcife, wyereof it is a ſacramente: 
that the creature was the creatour, | 
| and that the thynge whiche hathe 
| | ncpther lpke no: ſenſe (alas ſache 
was the hozrpble blpndenes) was 
the Lozde hym ſelfe, whiche made 
the eye to ſee, and hath gpuen al ſen 
ſcs and underſtandpnge vnto man. 4 
But nowe alas, Englande ts retur⸗ 

= ned agayn lpke a dogge to her owne 
vompt and ſpupnge, and is in wozſe | 
caſe then euer the was: foꝛ it had ben 
better neuer to baue knowen the tru | 
the then to kozſake the truth once re- 
ceyued and knowen. And nowe, not | 
onely that light is turned into dark⸗ , 
nes, and goddes grace is recepued in 
vayne, but alſo lawes of dcathe are 

0 made by hygbe court of parliamente | 
F maſlterfnlly to maineteine by ſwozde 
F ger and al kind ol violence that het- 
4 nouſe Jdolatry wherin that adozati- 
on is gene vnto the lpueles and dum 
creature, mhiche is onely dew vnto | 
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| ſct vppe a new blaſphemous kynd of 


the eneriyuprige God: pca they ſaye 
they can and do mu kt of bꝛead bothe 
man and «6d bp theyz tranſubſtantt 
ation. © wicked inuentton, and Sa⸗ 
thans owe bꝛosde. 

Of late was the Lo, des cuppe at 
his table diſtributed according is his 
owne comaundement by his erpzelie 
woꝛdes in his goſpeil as well to the 
laptie as to the clergie, which ozder 
Ch2iſtcs churche obſerued ſoo manxe 
hand;eth peres aſter (as al the aun⸗ 
cient ectieſiaſticall wꝛyters do teſty- 
fie) without contradtctio of any one 
of them that can be ſhelwid vnto this 
day. But nowe, alas, not onely the 
loꝛdes commanndemente is b2oken, 
his cuppe is denied to his ſeruantes, 
to whom he commaunded it ſhuld be 
diſtributed, but alſo with the lame is 


ſacrifpce, to ſatistye t pate the pꝛyce 
of (pnnes, bothe of the deade and or 
the quicke, to the great and intole⸗ 
rable contumelp of Chziſt aur ſaup⸗ 


our his death # paſſion, whiche was 
and is the one onely ſufficient and e⸗ 
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A [,amentacion 


,uerlaſtinge auaplable ſacrifice ſatiſ- 
; facto2ie fo2 al the eleces of god, from 


Adam the tpꝛit, to the laſte that ſhal 
be bozne in the onde of the woz2lde. 
Nf late that commaundemente of 


any grauen pmage, no2 any ſimilp⸗ 
tude oꝛ lpkenes of any thyng in bea- | 
uen aboue, oz in earth beneath, oz in 
the water vnder the earth, thou ſhalt | 
not bowe down to them noz wozſhip 
them: this comaundment of God (3 
ſay) was grauen almoſt euerp where 
in churches, was learned of euerp bo 
dy bothe younge and olde : whervp- 
pon Images that pzonoked the ſym- 
ple and ignozant people vnto idola⸗ 


| god, thou (halt not make to thy it 


foꝛbidden that none ſhould any wher | 
epther bowe downe to them oz woz⸗ 
(hippe them: But now alas goddes 
holy woozde is blotted and raſed out 
of churches , and ſfockes and ſtones 
are (et vppe in the place therof, God 


| dered that it mighte be had in conty⸗ 
85 nuall - 


commaunded his wooꝛde ſo to be 02- | 


try (as the wiſe man ſaith) were ta 
ken out of the churches, and ftraptly | 
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But now alas, that which god com- 
manded is not palled vpon, and that 


| grounded without any doubt: wher⸗ 
by vaniſhed and melted away of thẽ 
| ſelnes many vaine yea wicked tradi⸗ 


nuall remembzance at all times and 
in euerp place: and on the otherſide 
he foꝛbad pmages and idoles ſo to be 
epther made o2 ſet in any place wher 
any ſhoulde bowe o2 wozthpp them: 


whiche he fo2bpddeth is maſterfully | 
mainteined by falſhed and craft, and 
wickedlp vpholden. 

Df late al miniſters that were ad- 
mitted to the publike office and mp⸗ 
niſtery of goddes holy wo2d, in their 
admiſſion made a ſolempne p2ofeſly- 
on befoze the congregation that they 
ſhoulde teach the people nothinge as 
doctrine neceſſarie to attatne eternal 
ſaluation , but that which fs goddes 
owne holy wooꝛde 02 may be thereof 


tions of man , as ware befoze the fy- 
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| turne againe in as great ſtrength as 


er: but nowe at one bzunte they are 
reutued and are in ful hope all to re- 


euer they haue bene. And howe can 
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Ipoc. 17. 


anp man looke fo2 any ether thyng, 
but whe you haue received the head, 
| you mud e alſo xeceiue the whole bo⸗ 
dy withal, ozelles how can the head 
| abyde: The bead vader Satan of al | 
| Miſchiefe is Antichziſt x his b2oode, 
and the ſame is he which is the baby 
| lonſcal beaſt. The beaſt is he wher⸗ 
vppon the whoze ſytteth, the whoze 
is that Citie ſaſthe John in plapne 
| wozdes, which hath the empire oner 
the kinges of the earth. This whoze 
hath a golden cuppe of abhominati⸗ 
ons in her band, wherof ſhe maketh 
to d2inke the kinges of the carthe, & 
of the wine of this bariot hath al na- 
tions dzofike, pea and kynges of the 
earth haue lpen by this whooꝛe, and 
marchauntes of the earthe by vertue 
of her pleaſaunte marchandiſe haue 


ben made ryche. | 
Nowe what citie is there in al the 
 wyoie world that whe John lv2ote, 
ruled ouer the kynges of the earthe 2 
oz what Cite can be redde of in anp 
tyme, that ol the citic it ſelie,. chale- 
ged the empire oucr the kings ol the 
Pont PER carth 
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that ſence the vſurpation of that ſee 
bath growen to ber full ſtrenghe⸗ 
And is it not red that old and aunct- 
ent w2iters bnderftande Peters foz⸗ 
mer Epiſtle to be w2itten at Rome, 
and it to be talled of him in the ſame 
Epiſtle, in plaine termes, BBabylo? 
by the abhominations thereof J yn⸗ 


derſtande all the whole trade ofthe | 


Romiſhe relpgion vnder the name + 
fitle of Chziſte, which is contrary fo 
the only rule of al true religion, that 
is goddes wozde. Mhat wooꝛde of 


god hath that dyneliſhe dꝛab foz the | 


mapntenaunce of her manyfolde ab- 


| hominatfons, and to ſet to ſel ſouche 


marchaundaiſe wherewith (alas the 
madnes of man) the wycked harlott 
bath bewitched aimoofte the whole 
wozlde⸗ Dpd not Peter the true As 
poſteil of Chꝛiſte, ot whom this ſtin⸗ 
king ſtrumpette beareth her ſelfe ſo 
bigh( but falſelp and without al tuft 
cauſe) dpd not he J lap, geue all the 
wozlde warnpnge of her pelfe and 


trathe,of her falſe doctours and ayo- 


carth,but onely the citte of Rome, x 
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A Lamentacim 


ſtles (fo2 this whooꝛe and beaſt wp!1, 
be called Domious Apoſtolicus, who ſo 
euer ſap nap)after this mancr in his 
later epiſtle? There was among the 
people in tymes pal falſe pꝛophetes 

as there ſhall be aiſo amonge you in 
time to come falſe teachers, whiche 
ſhall pꝛiuilp binge in peſtylent ſec⸗ 
tes, euen denpinge the lo2de whiche 
hath bought them and redemed the , 
pꝛocuring to them ſelus ([wift damp 
nation, and many ſhall followe their 
dampnable wales, by whs the waye 


me.. 
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of trueth ſhall be rapled vppon, and 
thꝛough couetouſnes by counterfaite 
tales o2 ſermons they ſhal(ſaith Pe⸗ 
ter) make marchandiſe vpon you, gc. 
And dothe not Jobn ltkewtſe in his 
reuclation, after he hath reconed vp 
a greate rablemente of this whoozes 
myſtical marchandiſe, at the laſte(as | 
though he wold knit vp al in plapne 
woꝛdrs, wpthout any mylt at al, ſet⸗ 
tyng out the whoozes marchandpſe) 
recken vp amonge the reſt, + contclu⸗ 
deth ſapinge, Et animas hominii, Þ is to 

lap: t᷑ the ſoules of men too: M her, 
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vpon J pꝛap you elles roſe this true 
pꝛouerbe in latin, Omnia /{ ome venalia, | 
al things fo2 money are ſet to ſale at 
Rome: Was not that a wozthy c6- 
mendation of Chziltes vicar in earth 
that was written of our holy father, | 
| one of the Alexanders a byſhoppe of 
Rome, thus J wene, in latine⸗ 
| - VenditAlcrander cruces:altaria Chtiſtum, 
Vendere juri poteſt emerat 1lle prius. | 
Theſe twoo verſes in laten, J haue 
red thus of one tranſlated into eng- | 
liſhe rime. 
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Alexander our holp father the pope of Rome | 
ſelieth foz money bothe ryght and de me | 
And al kind of holines y holy father doth not | 
to ſet to ſel, redy money foz to get, (lick | 
| 


And eke Chzilt him ſeiſe he dare be bolde, 
to chop and chaunge foꝛ ſiluer and golde. 
And whp ſhould any thinke this to be ſoze, 
foz What doth he ſell but 5 he bought txfozer 


A graunte theſe verſes fo be lpght 
gere, and the verſe is but rude, but | 
alas ſuch conditions were moze wic | 
ked and leude then any wytte coulde | | 
| erp2eſſe. Jf tbeſe had ben but the fal- n 
tes of one 02 a fewe in number, they | | . 


had is 
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had ben leſte pernicions, and Tniaves 
haue ben taken fo2 perſonal crimes, 


and ſet koꝛthe by all kinde of wycked 


not to be imputed vnto that ſce, but 
now alas the matter 1s moze the eu 
dent to al that hath godly vnderfta- 
ding, that theſe. crimes be grounded 
vpon lawes, be ſtabliſhed by coſtom, | 


doctrine, kalſhed, K craft, and there- 
foze are not now to be eſtemed fog a⸗ 
np one mannes 02 ot a fewe mennes 
perſonal crimes, but are now by las 
wes, colteme, and doctrine inco2po- | 
rated into that wicked (ce, 2 maketh 
in dede the body of the beaſt wherv- | 
pd the abhominable whoze doth ſit, 


But you wolde knowe whiche be 
thoſe marchandiſe which 7 ſaid this 
wheoze ſetteth fo2the to ſell, fo2 the 
which al ber falſe pꝛophetes 'wtth al 
thepʒ iuggelpngs x crafty gloſes can 
not b2yng one iote of goddes wo2de, | 
Surelp ſurely, thep be not onety all | 
theſe abhominatios which arc come 
into the churcye of England alredy, 
wherof J haue ſpoken ſomwhat be- 
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\fo2e, but alſo an innumerable rable⸗ 
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| ment of abhominatſous and wicked | 
; abuſes which now muſt nedes folow 
2s popiſhe pardons, pilgrpmages, 
' Romtiſhe purgatozp, Romilſhe maſ⸗ 
' Tes, Placebo & dirige, with trentalles x 
; Scala ce||,diſpenſattons t immunities 
from all gobip diſcipline, lawes and 
good o2der,pluralities, bnions, and 
tot quottes, with a thouſande moo, 
 Nowe ſhall come in the flatterynge 
| frpers , and the falſe pardoners and 
play their olde pzanckes and knane- 
rp as they were wonte todo, Nowe 
vou hall haue but of the ſee of rome 
onelp, and that fo; money) canonp- 
ſing of ſucbe ſaynces as bath ſtoode 
ſtoute in the popes cauſe, ſhrinynge 
of relicques and from anpe kynde of 
wickednes (if yon wyll pap well fo2 
{t)cleere abſolution , a pena et culpa, W 
thouſandes of peres, pea at euerpe 
pooze bythops bande and ſuffragan 
pe ſhall haue balowing of churches, 
chapelles,altaces,ſuperalteres,cha- 
teces, and of al the whole houſehold 
Tuffe and adoznament , which ſhall | 
de vſed in the churche after the Ro- | 
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| at y lcaſt euerp dape of a wafer cake, 


miſhe guiſe, fo2 al theſe things muſt 
be eſtemed of ſuche byghe p2ypie that 
they may not be done but by a conſe⸗ 
crate byſhop onlp. © Loꝛde, all theſe 
tbinges are ſucbe as thy apoſtles ne⸗ 


ucr knewe. As fo2 conturinge(they 


call it ha:owing, but it is conluryng 
tn dede ok water and ſalt, of chzyſte- 
ninge of belles and ſuche like Iygbtc 
thinges, what nede J to ſpeake fo: 
euerp pzieſt that can but reade, bath 
power thep ſap) not onlp to do Þ but 
alſo hath ſuche power auer Chꝛpſtes 
bodi as to make both god 4 man once 


| Afcer the rederlall cf the ſalde abho⸗ 
| minations. and remembꝛaunte of a 

number of many mo, which(the lozd 
 knoweth\p;keth me to thinke vpon, | 
and were to long to deſcribe: when 3 
consider on the other ſide the eterual 
| 


worde of god that abydeth fo2 euer, 
and the vndefiled lawe of the Lo2de, 
which turneth the ſoule fro all wyc⸗ 
kedneſſe, and geueth wiſedome bnto 

| tbe innocente Babes, J meane that 


| mylke that is without all guyle, as 
D r 
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Peter 
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7 Peter doth call it, that good wo2d of 


be whole x ſound, ready to perfozme 


true wooꝛde that teacheth vs truely 


god, that woꝛde of truth, which mutt | 
be grauen within the barte, and the 
is able to ſaue mennes ſoules, that 
wholeſome ſede, not mo2tall but im- 
moꝛtal of the eternal and euerliuing 
God, whereby the manne is bozne a 
newe and made the chylde or God, 
that ſeede of God Whereby the man 
ef god ſo being bone can not ſinne, 
as John ſaythe(be meancth ſo longe 
as that ſecede doth abide in him) that 
holp ſcryptare whych hath not bene 
deupſed by the wptte of manne, but 
taught from heanen by the inſpyza- | 
tion of the hoip ghoſt, whych is pꝛo⸗ 
fitable to teach, to repꝛoue, to core 
to inſtruc and geue ozder in al righ- 
tevuſneſſe, that the man of god mape 


every good woozke: when ( ſape) 3 
conſpder thys holpe and wholeſome 


our bounden dewtp towardes oure 
lozde god in euerp poynte, what hys 
bleſſed wil and pleaſure is, what his 


tnfinpte greate goodneſſe and mercy 
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ts what he bath done foꝛ bs, holy he 
bath genen his owne only dere belo- 
ned to death foz our ſaluation, 4 by 
bim hath ſent vs the reuelatiõ of bis 
bleNed wi 11 + pleaſure, what his eter 
nal wozd willeth vs both to beleue e 
alſo to do, and hath fo: the ſame pur 
pole inſppꝛed the holy apoſtles wyth 
the holy ghoſt, and ſent them abzode 


inſppꝛed by the ſame ſppꝛit, to wztte 
and leaue behpnde thepm the ſame 
thynges that thep taught. which as 
they dyd p2ocede of p ſppzit of truth, 
ſo by the conkfeſſpon of all them that 
euer were endued wyth the ſpirite of 
God, were ſufficiente to the obtep⸗ 
| ning of eternal ſaluation: and Ipke- 
wyſe when J conſpder that all that 
| 
| 


— 


man doth pꝛokeſſe in his regeneratio 
| when he is reteued into the holp ca- 
| tholyke church of Chaiſt, and is now 
to he accounted foz one of the liueip 
| members of Chziftes owne body, all 


into all tbe wozlde, and alſo made 
them and other dyſciples of Chayſte, | 


; that is grounded vpon Goddes holy 
| wo2de,and ſtandeth in the pꝛofeſſion 
— ny |. "of 
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of that fapth, and obedyence of thoſe, 
comaundementes which are all con- 
tayned and comp2yſed in Gods holy 
woozde t and furthermoze when 3 
conſider whom our ſanycure Chzpſt 
pzonounceth in his goſpel to be bleſ- 
ſed, and to who Popſes geueth bys | 
 benedictſons in the law, what waies | 
the Lawe, the P2ophetes, the ous | 
mes, and all belp Serpptures bothe | 
newe and olde doth declare to be the = 
wayes of the £020, what is good fo; * 
man to obtapne and abpde in Gods 3-4 
fauour, which is that fapth that iu | 
Tifieth befoze God, and what is that 
charity that doeth paſſe and excel al, 
which be the pꝛoperttes of heanenly | 
wiſedome,and whpche is that vnde- 
filed religion that is allowed of god, 
whych thynges Chzylt himlelfe cal- 
leth tbe weighti matters of the law, | 
what thing is that which is only a- | 
naplable in Chꝛyſt, and what know 
ledge is that that Paule eſtemed ſo 
mach that he counted him ſelfe only ; 
to knowe , what ſhall be the maner EE 
of the extream iudgemẽt of the later | 
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the one from the other as lighte and 


— — 


| teouſnes and burighteouſnes, ch2ylt | 


day, who ſhal iudge, and by what he 
ſhal fudge, and what ſhall be requp- | 
red at our bands at that fearful dap, 
howe all thynges mulle be tryed by 
the ſier, and that that only (hal ſtand 
fo2 euer whych Chziſtes woꝛdes ſhal 
allowe, which ſhal be tbe tudge of al 
fleſhe to geue ſentence vpon al fleſh, 
and euerp ltupnge ſouie,cpther of e- 
ternall damnation oz cf cuerlaſtpng 
ſaluation , from whyche lentence 
there ſhall be no place to appeale, 
no wytte (hall ſerue to delude, no2 
no power to lopthſtande oz regoke 2 
when (J ſape) J conſpder all theſe 
thynges and conferre the ſame a- 
gapne and agapne, all thoſe wapes 
wherin ſtandeth the (ſubſtance of the 
KRomiſhe relpgion, (wherof J ſpake 
bekoꝛe) it map be rupdente and caſpe 
to perceaue , that theſe two wapes, 
theſe two relygions, the onc of chaiſt 
the other of the Komiſhe ſte in theſe 
latter dapes, be as farre dyſtaunte 
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darkeneſſe, good and eupll, ipgd⸗ 
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| and by Gods grace he maye receyne 


onto thein the truth of Gods wozde, 


| phetes from moznpnge tonyghte all 


| 


1 Belial. He that is harde of bellefe, 


let him note and wap well with him 
ſcife the places of holpe Itrpptures 
which be appointed in the margent, 
wherevpon this talke is grounded, 


ſome lyght. And bnto the contem- 
ner F haue nothynge nowe to ſaye, 
but to rehearſe the ſaying of the pꝛo⸗ 
phet E ſape, whyche Paule ſpake to 
the Jewes in the ende ok the actes of 
the apoſtles. After he had expounded 


and declared vnto them Chapſte out 
of the lawe of Popſes and the P20- | 


the day long, he ſaid vato them that 
woulde not beleue, well (ſayde he) 
ſpake the holt ghoſt vato our fathers 
ſapinge, go vnto this people and tel 
them pe tall heare wtih your eares 
and not vadertande,and ſeinge pou 
ſhall beholve, and not ſe the thynge, 


CES 


 fo2 the harte of thts people is wared 
| grolſe 02 dull, and wptb thep2 eares | 
they are harde of bearpnge, and they | 


baue ſhutte togetber they? cyes that | 
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: 


is ſo great that it is vtterly vncura⸗ 
| ble, but by the bottomles mercy and 
A infinite power of almightye Godde, 


they ſhoulde not ſee, noz heare wyth 
they2 cares, no2 bnderſtande wyth 
their harts, that they might return, 
and J ſhoulde heale theym,ſapth the 
lozde God. Alas England alas that 
thys heaup plague of god ſhould fall 
vpon thee, alas my dere beloued toũ⸗ 
trep, what thing is it no lo that map 
do the good: TIndoutedly thy plague 


Alas mp deare countrep what haſte 
thou done that thus thou baſl pzoun 
ked the w2athe of God to poure oute 
bys vengeaunte vpon thee foz thyne | 
owne deſerts Canſt thou be contet 
to heare thy faultes tolde ther- Alas 
thou baſte bearde ofte, and wouldeſt 
neuer amende. England, thp faults 
of all degrees and ſoztes of men, of 
tbe mageſtrates, of the mpniſters, + 
of the common people, were neuer 
moe plainly tolde, ſence thou bareſt 
that name, then thou diddeſte beare 
thepm of late euen befoze the mage⸗ 


ſfrates in kynge Edwardes dapes, 


but 
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but thou hardeſt them only and didit 
amend neuer a whit. Fo2cucn of thy 
greateſt mageſtrats;ſome(the kings 
bygbneſſe tben, that innocente, that 
godlp barted, 4 pcreles pong chziſti⸗ 
an pꝛince excepted)enermoze bnkind 
ly 4 vngetly againſt thoſe that went 
aboute moſt buſelp & moſt holeſomlp 
to cure their ſoꝛe backs, ſpurned pꝛi⸗ 
uelp, and woulde not ſpare to ſpeake 
eupl of them ene vnto the pꝛince him 
ſelfe, 4 yet would they towardes the 
ſame pꝛeacher outwardelye beare a 
| (olp countenaunce and a fapze face. 
J hanebearde that Cranmer and an 
other whom J wpll not name, were 


ſhewinge bis conlclence ſecretly but 
plainly and fully in the duke of So⸗ 
merſets cauſe, and bot he of late, but 
ſpeciallp Cranmer fo2 rep — ag 
they might againff the late ſpoile of 
the church goodes, taken awap only 
by comaundement of the bpgher po- 
wers wpthonte any lawe oz oꝛder of 
; taſkice, and withoute any requeſte of 
conſente of them to whome thep dpd 


——— 


both in high diſpleaſure, the one fo; Leys bym 
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belonge. As fo2 Latpmer, Leuer, 
* Vꝛadfoꝛd, and Knore,thepze tonges 
were ſo ſharp, they rypped in ſo depe 
in thep2 galled backes, to haue pur⸗ 
ged the, no dout, of the filthy matter 
that was feſtered in theyz hartes, of 
inſactalle couetouſnes, of filthy car- 
nalitp and voluptuduſneſſe, of intol 
lerable ambitiö and pꝛide, ot vngod | 
lp lothſomnes to heare poꝛe mennes 
tauſes, and to heare gods wo2d, that 
theſe men of all other , theſe mage- 
ftrates the could neuer abide. Other 
there were very godly men t oy ler 
ned p went about by the wholeſome 
plaiſters of gods wo2d, how be it af 
ter a moze ſoft maner of handling of 
the matter, but alas all ſped in ipke. 
Foz all tha? could be done of al ban- 
des, their diſeaſe dydde not miniſhe, 
but dayly didde encreaſe, whpche no 
doubt is no ſmal occaſts in þ ſtate, ot 
tbe bea up plague of god that is pou⸗ 
| red vp9 England at this dap. As fo: 
| the comon ſoꝛt of other inferto2 mas | 
geſtrates, as (udges of the lawe:tu⸗ 
tices 0: peace, ſergeantes, common | 
| |lawyers— 
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lawpers, it map be truly ſayde of the 
as of the molt parte of the Clergp, ot 
curates, bicars, perſons, p2ebenda- 
ryes, docto3s of the law, archdeacos, 
deanes, pea, 1 J map ſape of biſhops 
alſo 3 feare me, foʒ the moze part (al - 
| thonghe J dont not but god had and 
hatbe euer whome he in eaerp ſtate 
| knew and knoweth to be his)but fo2 
the melt part J ſap, they were neuer 
| perſwaded in their barres but from 
the tethe fozward, and fo2 the kings 
ſake in the truth of gods worde, and 
pet all theſe dyd diſſemble and bare 
a copye of a countenaunce as if ther 
bad bene ſound within. 
And thys dyTimulatfon &athan | 
knewe wel enough, and therfoze de- 
ſpꝛed and hath euer gone about that 
the bygh mageſfrates by any maner 
ok meanes might be decened in mat⸗ 
ters of relpgion, fo2 then he beinge 
of counſell with the diſlimulation in 
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ma Vierome doth tal well a double wic 


kednes,fo2 neither it loueth þ truth, 
(whiche is one greate eatll) and alſo 
falſely it pꝛetendeth to decepue the 
ſimple foz an other thing. This bipo 
criſp and diſimolation with God in 
matters of religion, no doubte, hath 
wholp alſo pzouoked þ anger of god. 
And as foz the common people, al- 
though there were many good wher 
they were wel and diligetly taught, 
pet god knoweth a great number re- 
ceaued Gods true wooꝛde and byghe 
 benefites wptb bnthankfal beartes. 
02 it was greate pitie t a lamenta- 
ble thinge to haue (ene in many pla⸗ 
ces the people ſo 8 t ſo vnre 
ligiouflp to come to the holy comnnt 
on t᷑ to receaue it accoʒdinglp, and to 
the comon pꝛapers and other diuine 
ſeruice, which were acco2ding to the 
true vepne of gods holp wo2de, in al 
[ ſo godly and holeſomelp ſet 
o2the, in compartſon of that blynde 
zeale and vndiſcrete deuotion wbich 
tbey had afoze times to thoſe things 
| whereof thep vnderſtode neuer one 
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whpt noz could be edifped by the any 
thing at all. And again as fo2 almes 
dedes which ar taught in gods woꝛd 
(wherbp we are certayne that god is 
| pleaſed with them, and doth and wil 
require ſuch at our hands, which arc 
a parte of true religion as S. James 

ſapth, and ſuche as be ſapth himſelfe 
be ſetteth moze by then by ſacrpfice, 
as to pzouyde fo2 the katherleſſe in- | | 
| fants and ozphanes,foz the lame, a- * 
ged, and impotent 27 nedy folke, 1 
and to make publyke pꝛouiſion that 
the 215 that myghte laboure, | 
ſhould haue wherwith to labour bp- 
pon, and ſo be kepte from ſhamefull | 
beggery and ſtealing) in theſe wozks |; { 
J ſay, bow wayward were manp, in | Fi 

i 
| 
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| compariſon(J meane) of that greate | 
pꝛodigalitie, whereby in times paſte | 
they ſpared not ito ſpende vpon flat⸗ | 
terpng frpers, falſe pardoners, pain⸗ | 
ting and gilding of ſtockes & tones, | 
ts be ſet vp and honozed in churches 
plainly againſt gods wo2de, And pet 
bicaaſe no place is to be defrauded of | 
| their luſt commendacton, London J 
mu 
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4 "muſt confeſfe that ſuch godly wozks | 
in ſir Dobs knight then lozd Palo: 
dis pere, began maruelſous wel, the 
1 Loꝛde graunt the ſame mape ſo like⸗ 
wiſe per ſeuer, continue, yea and en⸗ 
creaſe to the comfozte & reliefe of the 
nedp and belpleſle, that was ſo gods 
li begon, Amen. 
| All theſe tbynges doe mynpſter 
| matter of moꝛe mournpnge and be- 
waling the miſerable ſtate that now 
to, fo: by this it mape be perceapued 
 bowe well Englande hath deſeraed 
this tuft pla ue of God. 
And allo it is greatly to be feared, 
that thoſe good thynges whatſoeuer 
thep were that had their beginnynge 
in the time when Goddes wozd was 
fcely pꝛeached, nolve with the exple 
and banſſhmet 'of the ſame, they wil 
departe agapne. | 
Baut to returne agapne tothe cons 6 
ſideration of thps mpferabie fate of | i 
 Chailtes church in Englande, and fo 
| leaue farder and moze erquiſite ſears 
ching of the cauſes therof vnto gods 
| ſecret and bnſerchable iudgem ents, 
te 


of the Church. 

lette vs (ce what is beſte nove to be [1 
done fo2 Chꝛyſtes lyttle (clye flocke. | 
This is one Mime and pzincpple 1 
in Chꝛiſtes law: he that denieth me | 
befoze men, him ſhall Chiiſt deny a⸗ 
fo:e his father and al his aungels of 
beauen. And therfoze every one that 
loketh to haue by Chzift our ſauicur 
euerlaſting life, let him pꝛepare him 
ſelte ſo, that he denye not his maſter 
Chꝛiſt, oꝛ els he is but a taſte away 
and a w2etch, howeſoener he be cou | 
ted oz taken here in the woz2lde. | 
owe then ſeinge the dociine of 
antechziſte is retourned agapne into 
this realme, and the higher powers 
(alas) are ſo deceaued and bewitcbed | 
p they are perſwaded it to be truth, | | 
and Chꝛiſtes true doarin to be crro} ; 
| 

| 

| 
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and bereſie, and the old {awes of an 
tech ziſt are allowed to returne wyth 
the power of their Father agayne, 
what can be hereafter loked fo2 by 
reaſon to the man of God and trewe | 
chziſtian abiding in this realme, but | 
ertreame violence of deathe ozels to | 110 
deny his maſter, J graunt the ar | 8k 
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of pꝛyntes are in Gods handes, and 
whether ſoeuer he will he can make 
them to bowe, and alſo that chꝛiſti ã 
pꝛinces in old time vſed a moze gen 
tell kinde of puniſhment, euen to the 
which were berittkes in dede, as de⸗ 
gradation and depoſitid out of thep2 
rowmes and offices, exile and baniſh 
mente out of their domintons 4 coũ⸗ 


biſhops of ch2iſtes church were ſom⸗ 
times interceſſours fo; the beretikes 
vnto pzinces that they would not ktl 
them, as is red of S. Auguſtine. But 
as pet Antechziſtes kyngedome was 
not ſoereced at thattime,no: is now 
accuſtomed to oꝛder theym that wyll 
not fal downe and wozthip the beaſt 
and bys image, but (euen as all the 

wozlde knoweth) after the ſame ma⸗ 

ner that both John and Daniel hath 
p20pheſted befoze, that is by violence 
of death, and Dantell declareth far- 

der the kynde of death accuſtomably 
ſhould be by ſwozde,fier, and (imp2p- 
lonment. Therefoze if thou O man 


trees, and alſo (as it is red) the true 
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[of God, doe purpoſe to abt 


de in thys 
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| realme; pꝛepare and arme thy ſelf to 
die, foꝛ bothe by antecb2iſtes atcuſto⸗ 
mable lawes, and theſe-p2ophectes, 
ther is no apparance oꝛ likelphode of 
any other thinge, excepte thou wylte 
deny thy maſter Cheiſt, which ts the 
loſſe at the laſte both of body # ſoule 
vnto euerlaſtinge death. Theretoze 
'F my good bzother oz ſyſter in Chzyſte 
| whatſoener thou be, to thee that caſt 
l and mapeſt ſo do, that counſel that 3 
thinke is the beſt ſanegarde fo; thee, 
both fo2 thy bodi, and moſt ſuerty fo2 
thy ſoules helth,(s that which J ſhal 
ſhew thee herafter. But firſt 3 warn 
thee to vnderſtande me to ſpeake to 
him oꝛ her which be not in captiutry 
o2 called already foꝛ to confeſle chꝛiſt, 
but is at liberty ab2ode. My counſell 
J ſay therfo2e is this, to flie from the 
plague and to get thee henſe. Jcon- | | | 
ſider not only the ſubtelties of ſatha, (ff 
and howe he is able to deceiue by his if | 
falſe perſwaſions,ifit were poſſible, 4 
euen the choſen of God, and alſo the 
greate frailty whiche is often tymes 
moꝛe in a man then he doth know in 
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 htmſelfe, which tn the time of temp- 


uon ded oftentimes the fury and mad 


tation then wyll vtter it ſelfe: Jooe 


"ſt 


ngs J ſap, 


not only conſidertheſe th 
whoſe life 


but that our maſter cy2t 


was and is a perfed rule of the chzi⸗ 


ſtian mannes life, that he himſelfe a- 


nes of the zemes by departing from | 
the tountryt 02 place. 

P ule lite wiſe when he wos ſought 
in Damaſco, and the gates of the ci⸗ 
tie were lapde in wapte fozbpm , bs | 
was tonueped by night, let deton in 
a baſket oute at a windowe ouer the 
wall, and Þeltas the pꝛopbet fledde 
the perlecurton of wypcked Jeſabell, 
And Coziſt our Sauiour ſaith in the 

Goſotll, when thep perſecute you in 
one citte flie bnto anotber:and ſo did 
many good greate learned and ver- 
teouſe men of god, which were great | 
4 ſtonte chaptons neuertheleſſe, and 
ſfoute confeſſo2s and maintepners of 
Chꝛiſt and his truth in due time and 
place Of ſuch was the greate clarke | 
Athanaſius. But this is ſo plapne to be | 


| 


* 


lawfuil by gods wozv & eramples of 
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holy men that 7 nede not to ſtand in 


tt. Hauing this fo2 my groud, J ſape 
to thee O man of god this ſemeth to 
me to te the moſt ſure wape foꝛ thy 
ſauegard, to depart and die far from 
tbe plague,t that ſwiftly aiſo:foz tru 
ty befoze god J thinck that the abho- 
mination that Daniel pꝛopbecied of 
ſo long befoze,fs now ſet bp in p ho- 
ly place. Foz al antechziſts dodrine; 
lawes.rytes +religton, contrary to 
Ch2iſte and to the true feruynge and 
wo:ithypping of god, J vnderſtande 
to be that abhomination: thercfo2e 
now is the time in ©nglad fog thoſe 
woꝛds of Chziſt: rac,oquir,quiin ſudæa 
luut tugiant ad nontes Then, (atth he, 
marke this chꝛiſtes (then) te truly J 
am per ſwaded and J rrult by the ſpt- 
rit of god, that this then, it comaun- 
ded: Then, ſaith Chꝛpſt. thep that be 
in Jew2y ict them flie into the moũ⸗ 
taynes , & he that is on the houſe top 
let him not come down to take away 


anp tnynge out of his houſe, and he 


that is abꝛode in the ſielde, let hym 
not returne to take his clothes, Mo LI 


. Cu beto. 
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be to the great bellfed women and to 


them that gene ſucke, but pzay ſaith 
Chaiſt, that pour flight be not in win 
ter no2 on the ſabboth dare . Theſe 
woꝛdes of Chziſt are miſftical, & there 
foze haue nede of interpzetatid. J vn- 
derſtand all thoſe to be in Jewzyſpt- 
rituallp, which truly cofeſſe one true 
liuinge god, and the whole trueth of 
bys worde after the doctryne of the 
goſpel of Chꝛiſt. Such are they wb6 
here chꝛyſt biddeth in the time of the 
repgne of Antechzpſtes abhominati⸗ 


ons to flic bnto the moũtains, which 


ſignifieth places of ſafegarde, and all 
ſuch thinges whych are able to defed 
fro the plague. That he biddeth him 
that is on the houſe top not to come 
bowne, no2 him that is in the kpelde 
not to returne to take with him hys 
clothes, be meancth that they ſhould 
[pede them to get the awaye betime, 
lcaſt in their tarping x trifling about 


 wo:ldty pꝛoutſion, thei be trapped in 


the inarc, oꝛ euer they be aware and 
caughte by the backe, and fo2 gapne 


| of ſmall wo:ldly thinges endaunger 


and | — 
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[nigh to their lying downe,and to be 


and therefoze it is a harde thing then 


—— —ä— cc ͤ— 


and caſt them ſelues in to greate pe⸗ 
rilles of moze weightp matter. And 
where he ſapth wo to the greate bel⸗ 
lped women, and to theim that geue 
ſucke: women great with childe, and 


b2zought to bedde are not able to tra⸗ 
uel, noꝛ alſo thoſe women which are 
bzoughtto bodde, 4 now geueth their 
babes ſucke: by theſe thercfoze chziſt 
ſpiritually vnberſtadeth al ſuch to be 
in ertreme danger (which this wo2d 
wo ſignifieth)all ſuche J ſape, as are 
ſoo letted by any maner of meanes, 
that they no wayes be able to fly fro 
the plague, That which chziſt ſaith, 
pꝛape that pour flight be not in win⸗ 
ter noz on the ſabboth dap: In wyn⸗ 
ter the common courſe of the peare 
teacheth vs that the wapes be foule, 


to take a far fournep foz manpe inco- 
modittes and daungers ofthe wayes 
in that time of the peare: and on the 
ſabboth dape it was not lawekull to 
toznep but a little way. Now Chill 
therefoze meaninge that we ſhoulde 
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is at bande. Heare. J beſech pou, alſo 


baue nede both to ſpede our lonrney 
qu'cklye, whiche ean not be doone in 


win er fo: the incommodtties nf the 


not be done on the Sabbo h dape: he 
biddeth vs theretoze pꝛape that dure 
flight be not in winter no} on the ſab 
both dape , that is, to p2ave that we 
map flie in time, and alſo far enough 
fro the daunget of the plague. Now 


weth in p ſame place of ſ.Mathewes 
goſpel, which J now paſſe ouer:thon 
maieſt reade chem there, 

And in the 18. chapter of the Keue⸗ 
lation, the aungeil 1s ſapde to haue 


pou be inkeged with ber faultes and 
ſo be made partners of her plagues! 
fo2 her offences and (ynres are gro 
time doth appꝛoch and toe lo2des day 


bolpe Paule, that bleſſed apoſlle : he 


— ————— 


plainly fozbiddeth bs duccre iugum cum 


wavcs, and alſo to go far, which can 


toe cauſes whp we ſhoulde flie, folo⸗ 


cryed mpghtely wyth a loade voyce, 
flye mp people ont of Babylon leaſte 


wen ſo great that they ſwell and are 
tome vnto the heaven : certainly the | 


incredulis: 


Y 
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incredulis that is fo ſopne 92 couple 
dur ſelaes wyth the vnfa'thfull , fo; | 
what felowſhip can ther be(ſatth he) 


nes, what company bath {11br wich 
darknes.02 what agremet bath ch2'Þf ; 
with Weltall, oꝛ what parte can the 
faithinl haue with the unkaithful, oz 
bow doth the teple of god agre wich 
(mages oꝛ tdols,fo2 pou are tte teple 
ok the liuing Jod:as god bath ſaio, J 
will walke and dwell in thc m. 5 wil 


| uers(euen of theim J meane Þ bears 


be their god, and they ſhalbe my peo- 
ple, wherfoze depart from amongeſt 
them and gette yon from them, ſaith 
the lozde, g touch no bacleane thioge 
and J wpl receaue pou and be to you 
in the ſtede of pour father 4 por thall 
be vnto me as my ſonnes and daugh 
ters, ſapth the almighty Love. 

Tbis counſel to depart the realme, 
J doe not maruell it᷑ it do ſeme to dp⸗ 


fanoure to godwarde) dpuerſip. Pas 
ny(J truſt) that be lerned ſhal thinke 
the counſel good. Other there be per 


of righteonſnes myth vn:tghteou ſe» 2+Co2.5, 


 aduenture that will thynke it rather 
_Citii_____ a thing | 
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a thing to be moze tollerable andy it 
map be in dede by gods woꝛde lawe⸗ 
fally done, rather then to be coũſay⸗ 
led to be done,fo2 they wil (peraduẽ / 
ture) ſape, we ſhoulde connſell a man 
al wapes to doe that which is beſte of 
all, and of moſt parkeckid, but boldlp 
in Chꝛiſtes cauſe to ſpend a mannes 
life, is beſte of all, and of moſt perfe- 
aion,and to flie it map ſeme to ſmell ' 
of cowardnes. In many things, that 
which is bei fo2 one at ſome times, 
is not beſt fo2 all at all times, and it 
ts not moſt perfection no2 meete fo2 a 
child to conet to runne befoze he can 
go. J wyll not make here a diſcourſe 
in thys matter what myghbte here be 
obieged, and what might be aunſwe- 
red agatne:Jleaue that to the witty 
and eloquent men of the wozlde. 

This is mp minde whych J would 
thou ſhouldeſt knowe,o man of god, 
as J would wiche and 3 doe pꝛape to 
almighty God it map be, that euerp 
true chziſtian epther bzother oz ſyſter 
(after they be called and bzoughte in 


to the wzelllynge place, to ſtryue in 
Chiles 


— —— — — — — 
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of theChurch 


Chaiftes canſe foz the beſt game, that 
is to confeiſe the truth of the goſpell 
and of the Chziſtian fapth in hope of 
euerlaſting lpfe) ſhoulde not ſhzynke 
no: relente one pnche, oz gpue backe 
what ſoener ſhall befall, but ſtande 


to their tackle, and ſtycke by it even 


vnto death, as they will Chziſt ſhall 
ſticke by them at the latter dape. So 
likewiſe J dare not wiſhe no2 conſel 
any, either bꝛother oz ſiſter of their 
own ſwinge to ſtart vp into p ſtage, 
oz to calf themſelues epther befoze 02 
farder in danger then tyme and nede 
ſhall requpze: fo2 bndoubtedly when 
God ſeeth his time, and his pleaſure 
is that his glo2y ſhalbe ſet foꝛth, and 
his church edefped by thy deathe and 
confeſſion, meanes ſhal be founde by 
bys fatherly vniuerſall pzoupdence, 


| that thou wythoute thine owne pꝛe⸗ 


ſumptuouſe pꝛouotcatiõ, ſhalt be law 
fuily called to do thy feate 4 to playe 
thy parte. The miſerable ende that 
one Quioras came vnto map be a war- 
ninge and a fearefull example fo2 all 
men to beware of pꝛeſumption and, 


C 1 v raſhe⸗ 
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{ raſhnes in ſuche thinges (as kuſcbius 
| wziteth in Eccleſiaftica biſtotia) fo ener s 
| moze. Dire 
But a thirde ſoꝛte of men there be 
which alſo wil be counted fauourers 
of gods wozd + are, J feare,in nüber 
karre mo and wo:ſe to be perſwaded ' 
to that which is the godly mcane. 1 
meane of ſuch as well peraduenture 
ſape 02 thynke that my forme couns 
ſel whtch was, to uie the infea on of | 
the antccb2ttian viarmc by depars 
ture gute of the realme, is moze hen 
nedeth, and other wates and meanes | 
map be tound both co abide ano alto 
to be cleare out of danger of the foze⸗ 
ſalde plague. Jf that could te found 
in dede trulp agreable to gods woꝛd 
J wonlde be as glad ts heare it (god * 
is my w:tneſſe)as who is the other. 
Ves peraduenture wyll ſome ſape, 
thus it may be. Thou maiſt kepe thp 
ſelfe, thy kapth, and thy reltgio cloſe 
to thy ſelf, and in ward lp and pꝛiuat⸗ 
ly woꝛchip goo in ſpirit + in truthe, 
and outwardlpe ſee thou be no open 


| medler,no2 tatker,noz tranſgreſlour 
8 | Tt 
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of common oꝛder: ſo mipeſe thou be 
ſuffred in the common wealth, 4 pet 
ble thy relygion withontt offence of 
thy conſcience. In other countre1 es 
ſomwhetre this peracuentyre mygdt 
be vſco, bur in Eng ande what yall 
be, god wot , but it was ncuer vet, ſo 
far as euet I hane ko ven 02 head. 
And alſo howe can it be, bur eytyer 
thou muſt tranſire: the comon 025 
der and the Rompihe !aines #19 cu1- 
ſtomes whpch haue ben vſed in ng 
lano in the times pat or popery, and 
nobwelit is certayne) tbep returne a 
gapne: 3 (ap, thou mnſte epther be a 
bzeaker of theſe rites , lawes , and 
coſtomes, and ſo bewzap thy ſeife,o2 
els if thon be in dede a man of God, 
thou ſhalt offenoe thy conſciente, foz 
in obſerutnge of them thou (halte be 
compelled to bzeake gods laiv which 
is the rule of coſcyence to the man ot 
god. Foz hob canſt thou reſozt eue⸗ 
ry holpe dap to the church and beare 
a face to woꝛʒſhip the creature fo2 the 
creatour(as thou muſt do) and perad 
uenture cökeſſe it to with thy mouth 


, | an 
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and fo ſpꝛynckle thy ſelfe with theyz 


buto2 alſo top charges of al their po⸗ 
perp, as of bokes fo2 antechziſtes ſer⸗ 
uice, ok lpghtes of the roode lofte, of 
the ſepulchze,fo2 ſetting vp and pain 


| confured water? Thou mult be cõtri 


ting of images (nap in dede of idols) 
and thou muſte beare a face to, woz⸗ 


turne to geue the holy loues, as they 
call it, whiche is notbynge els but a 


Thou muft be a cotributoz to þ char 
ges of al þ diſgiſed apparel y the po⸗ 
piſh ſacrificing pꝛieſt, like vnto Aaro, 


yp thepm alſo, oz els thou multe be 
had by the back. Thou mult ſerue the 


very mockery of the loꝛds holy table. 


mult plap bis part in. Vea when the 
pardoner commeth about, oz the flat 
teringe krier to begge foz the mapn⸗ 
tenaunce of ſuperſticion, except thou 
doe as thy neighboures doe, loke not 
longe foz to liue in reſt. It any of thy 
bouſholde dpe. if thou wilte not pape 
money fo; ringinge and ſinging, foz 
requiem maſſes, dirige,F commendations, 


and ſuche like trumperp of the ante- 


thou 


— nm — 


* 
———— — — 
8 
. " #4 # £8 
1 


chꝛiſtian religion, thinkeſt thou that 
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thynges mo may be reckned, x many 


| 


and ſafe from the ſtake, trulpe J can 


of the Church. : 


thou ſhalt be reckned foz a catholyke | 
man 02 fo2 Amicus Czſaris? A hundzed 


of moze wepght and of mo2e euident 
ſuperſtitid and Jdolatrie, then ſome 
of theſe which J haue now reherſed, 
whiche god knoweth be ill enough: 
bat theſe are enough to declare and 
to ſet befoze thine eies the thing that 
J intende , that is if thou abpde and 
wylt dwell in Englande, thou muſt 


epther do theſe and manye other mo 
contrarye to gods woꝛde, whiche fo2- | 
biddeth not onelp the thynge whyche 
is eupll, but alſo ſapth, Ab omni ſpecie 
mali abſtinete vos, abſtetne fro al things 
that hathe any apparance of eupllto: 
els if thou wilte not doe theim, howe 
thou canſt lpue in Englande in reſte 


not tel. But peraduenture(as a man 
is redy to finde and inuente ſome co- 
loure to clooke his conſcpence, to doe 
that thynge that hys harte deſpreth) 
thou wilte ſay, thoughe at any tyme 
J ſhall be foꝛced to doe anye of theſe 


thyngs and ſuch lyke, yet wil J bave 
no con- 


A | ameutagn 


no cenfiveiice in them, but outward: | þ 
ly with my bodp: 3 wil kepe my hart 
bnto god e wil not doe that of mine 
owne mynde wt'lingiy repther, but 
to dnopde an other inconuenpence: J 
truit therfo:e God wyl holde me ex⸗ 
cu led, fe be ſhal haue my hart, what 
can 3 doe moe: O mi friend beware 
ko: gods lake, and know that the ſub | 
teities of © atan arc depe He that is 
not able by gods wo2de to percciue 
them, is heauelp laden, p2at therfoze 
with Dauid: Lozd let me not baue a 
minde ts innente excuſes foztocloke] | 
mp ſynne. Exam ne mp deare frend, 
theſe thy wilp wates wyth the woꝛzd 
of god, and ik thei do agre, thou mai⸗ 
| eſt vſe them, if not, knolve, thougbe 
they map ſeme neuer ſo fine 46 good- | 5 
lye, pet in deede they be of Satyans 
vzoode Goddes wo2de it is certaine, 
that foꝛbyddeth to wozſhyp the crea⸗ 
ture fo2 tue creatour,foz that is hep-| | 
nous 1dolatrp,and agapnft the fpaſte 
comaundement of god, and it ts alſo 
againſt the ſecond comaundement of 

the firſte table, to bowe downe, oz to 
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do wozſbyy dnto any images of god | 
o2 of an; other thing, and gods woz2d 
requireth not onely the beliefe of the 


month: and to beare parte of the char 
ges to the mayntenaunce of thynges 
vngodlpe, what is that but in thy ſo 
doinge a con ent to the thinge done? 
Now conſenteis and the doers gods 
wo de accounteih to be giltpe bothe. 
And it is not tawefult by S. Paules 
doctrine whpeh was inſpired hym bp 
the ſpirite of god, to do u that therof 
the thyng which is good may come. 
Thy ba: t,thou ſaieſt, god ſhal bane, 
and pet milte thou ſuffer thy body to 
do the thing that gov doeth abhozre, 
Beware O ma, take bede what thou 
ſateſt. Pan map be decesued, but no 
man map deteaue God, fo2 he is cal- 
led and is trewelp vas5loyvo5ro that 
is to ſape, the ſearcher of the harte. 
Now to geue god thy hart is to gene 
bim thy whole harte, to loue him, to 
dead him, and to truſt in hym aboue 
al other things. Þe that hath my co- | 
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ueth and kepeth them, it is he that lo 
ueth me, and to dꝛeade god aboue all 
| other, is rather willingly to tncorre 
the danger and perplil of all fearefull 
thinges, then wpttinglpe to doe that 
thynge which is contrary to his bleſ⸗ 
ſed wpll and commaundemente: and 
to truſte in him aboue all thinges,1s 
aſſuredlp to truſte to bys pꝛompſe of 
his reward, and of hys tuition and of 
his goodneſſe and mercy, and to pze- 
fer that aboue al thinges in p world. 
ſeme they neuer ſo ſtrong, ſo wpſe, oꝛ 
ſo god. Now howe canſte thou ſape 
truly,that God hathe thy harte after 
this maner of ſozte(which is to baue 
thy harte in dede) when thy dedes do 
declate far an other thinge: Thy bo 
dp. o man, is gods, and al the partes 
thereof euen as thy ſoule is: he made 


them both and Chziſt with his bloud | 


bath redemed them both, and is loꝛde 


of both, foz be hath boughte the both 


deare, 4 dareſt thou ſuffer anp parte 


of eyther of them to do ſerufce to Sa⸗ 
tan: Surelp in ſo doinge, thou com | 


mittelt ſacriledge and doeſt rob God, 


— 


. thou 4 


es, 


„ 


1 


— — 


che Church. 


' of p2ophecytng to his ſeruant John, | 
pet to reade theym wyth reuerence, 


thou dekileſt the liuelp temple of the | 


liuing god if thou ſuffer thy body to 
| do ſathan ſeruite. Do pou not know 
' ſaith S. Paule, that pour body is a 
Ituelp temple of god⸗ and map a man 
then take and vie anpe parte thereof 
but in the ſernice of God: No ſurely 
it is not lawłul ſa to doe fo ̊ man of 
god, neither with hand, tongue, noꝛ 
kote, noz any part of the whole bodp. 
| Dotd not Paule command to the | 
Romatines, which pertaineth to ene⸗ 
'rp Chꝛyſtian ſoule: As pou bane in 
times paſt. ſaith he) geuen pour mem 
bers to doe ſernice vnts bncleaneſCe 
| and wickednes,fram one wickednes 
to another,ſo nowve geue your mem⸗ 
bers to do ſeruite bnto righteouſnes 
that you map be ſacifisd. and J p2at 
| thee good bzother , what doelk thou 
| thtnke is, to beare the marcke of the 
beaſte in the kozhead and in the hand 
that (. John ſpeaketh of: J know we 
oaght warelp ta ſpeake of gods miſ⸗ 


| teries which he hewed by the fptrit 


8 ——— 


n and 


— 
—BB 


— 


— 


— 


Lamentacion 


OO” ww runs ³Ü»i . 


; 
I | 
' 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Apo). 
| 

| 
1 
| 
| | 


' 
1 


6 


| 


the ſpirttuall man. J ſuppoſe be bea⸗ 
bis fozhead, which is not aſhamed of 


[ gant of god, whom god hath appoin- 
ted of bis tnfinite goodnes, and hath 
fo him grate and ſtrengtb, tout- | 


and to pꝛape (02 the dnderſtandynge 
of the fame fo much as god knoweth 

is neccſſary foꝛ cur time to knowe, A 
thinke it teceſary and good. Wher- 
foze what J ſuppole is to beare the 
boaſtes marke, J wyll tell thee, and 
commit the tudgement ot mine inter 
pꝛetation, as in all other thinges, to 


reth the beaſt of Babilons marke in 


the beaſtes waies, but wyll pꝛofeſſe 
them openly to ſet foʒthe bys maſter 
the beaſte abaddon, And likewyle be 
beareth his marke in his bands that 
wil and doeth pzaciſe the wozkes of 
the beaſte with his power and hand, 
And likewpſe J will not lette to tell 
thee, what I thincke to be ſ[pgned in 
the foꝛhtad foꝛ the ſeruants of God, 
whereof John alſo ſpraketh, recke- 
ning vp many idouſandes ſo to haue 
bene ſpgned of euerp tribe. J ſuppoſe 
he is ſig ned in the foꝛdead toz the ſer 


J 
iim to confeſte bim and his traeth be 


| foze the wozlde. And I grace e 
ſtrength to conkeſle chꝛiſt and the doe | | AF 
trine of the crolle, and to lament and | | 
| mourne foz the abbominatios of an⸗ i 
techzyſte, J ſuppoſe is to be ſygned | 
' wpth Tau whereof Ezechiell the pꝛo⸗ 'N 
phet doeth (peake. {bus J ſuppoſe ö 
theſe pꝛopheties are ſpiritnally to be [4 
—_ | bnderffanded, and to logke fo; other 
} {!coporailmarkes to bx ſene in mens 
kozheads oz in their bandes, is no⸗ 
thing els but to loke that ther ſhould 
come ſome bante beaſte out of Babi⸗ 
lon, oz ſome Eleppante, Leoparde, | 
Lion, oz Camell oz ſome other ſuche 
moſtrous beaſt with ten hoꝛnes, that 
ſhoulde do all the wonderful things | 
| ſpoken in John:+ yet of a beaſt ſpea- | 
keth John, but J vnderſtande him lo | 
to be called not fo2 that he ſhalbe ant bb 
ſuch bꝛute beaſte, but foz that be is : | 
halbe the childe of perdicion , whpch 
_ i fozbiscraelty and beaitip maners is 
well called a beaſte, 
The carnal Jewes knewe ther was 
A p2omiſe made that Yelias ſhoalde! | 
D. uu. comes 


— r 
_— 


c 


— 


A s > amentacion 


Lias to come dolwne from heauen in 
tapgne in wozidly pompe, power, 
| cies of both were ſpſrituallp to haue 


F come befoze ch2ilt Peſſias the anoin 
ted of god, to pꝛepare bis wales: tbel 
knewe alſo there was a pꝛompſe of 


a kinge t raigne in the houſe of Da- 
uld foz tuermoꝛe, but thei vnderſtode 


'repther knewe Yelfas nez Peſflas 
|Wh? they tame, foꝭ they loked foz He 


bls own perid,+ foz e ſſias to come 


Peſlas, that be ſhoulde come and be 


all ſo groſely 4 ſo carnally, that they | 


| 


riches 2 glozye, when as the p2ophe-, 


bene vnderftanded;of Helias that he 
ſhould come not in perion but in ſpi⸗ 
rit, that is, one wbich Gould be indn 
ed witb the ſpirit and giftes of grace 
of Helias, wbich was in deede John 
Baptiſt, as chꝛiſt himſeif dyd declare 
to bis apoſtles; 4 of Peſſfas rapgne, 
all the pzophets were to be vnderſtã 
ded of p raigne of his ſpititual che 
dome ouer the honſe of Jacob, t the 
true Jſraclites fo2 enermoze, And ſo 
by that they2 grofſe and carnall vn- 


LL derſtandinge they myſtake both Ye- 
nas 


— 
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| 


| 


OT 
w— 


| therfo2ze vouchſafe to open the cies ot 


— —————_ 


Lias and the true Pcllias, and when 
tbep came , knewe nepther of theym 
both. Ss lik: wiſe J feare me(nap it 
is certain) þ wozld that wantetb the 
ligbt of the ſpirit ot god, (foz}þ wozld 
is not able to receaue hym, ſapeth 
Jobn)neptber doth,no2 wall knowe 
the beaſt noz his markcs, theugb be 
rage cruetlp s liue neuer ſo beaſtly, t 
thoughe his marked men be in num⸗ 
ber like the ſand of the ſea. The lozd 


the blinde wyth the lygbte of grace, 
that thet map ſee t perceaue, and vn- 
derſtand the woꝛdes of god after the | 
minde of his ſpirite. Amen. 
Here remayneth two obtections | 
which mape ſeeme t;:cyghty, and the; 
which may peradueture moue many 
not to folow the fe2mer coiiſcll. The 
fozmer reaſen is: a man wyll ſaye, | 
Od ſir it is no {mat mat er pe ſpeake 
of, to depart from a mans owne'na- | 

tine toũtrep into a ſtraunge realme. 
Manpe men haue ſo greate lettes, as 
howe is it poſſible p they can oꝛ map 
do ſo: Home haue lands and poſſefit- ; 
. ii. ons 


| 
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„ 


| 


| gue thou doeſt nat bnderſtanae. ac. 
J graunt here thou mapeſt heape a 


| whych are ſurely verye ly het eniur 


* 
— — — — 


ons whych they can not carry wyth 
the, ſome haue father. motber, wpfe, | 
childzen, and kiaſefolke, from whom 
to depart is as hard a thyng (and all 
one almoſt) as to ſufcr death, and to 


goe to a ſtraunge countreꝝ that thon | 
| knoweſte not, nepther the maner of | 
the people noꝛ how tboy matſt away 


either with p people oz w the cſitrep. 
Oh what a harde thinge it is to line 
among a ſtraunge people wbaſe ton⸗ 


number of wozldip fincommoedityes 


the departure out of a mannes owne 
natiue tonntrey, J meane ont dl the 
whole realme into a ſtraungt lande: 

hut what of ail theſe and a.thonſand 

mo of the like fo:t:J wil ſet-hnto: the: 
one ſapinge of our Sautoute Cbꝛiſte 
which vnto the faithful childe of god 
and to the true Chaiſtpan, is able to 
counteruaile al theſe,yea and ta wap 
thẽ downe. Chziſt our ſauiour ſaithe 
in Luke: ik anp come to me and doe 
not hate bis father « mother (he mea 


Vw 


_ Of the'. Arc B. 


| 
| 


neth and wil not in his cauſe fozfake 
bis father and mother) his wife,ch! TH 
dzen, and bꝛethzen, pea and hys ipic 
to, he cannot be mp diſciple:and who 
ſoeaer doeth not beare bys croſſe and 
come after me he cannot be mp diſcy⸗ 
le. And in v ſame place he declareth 
two parables, one of a buplder, 4 
the other of a king that is a warrier, 
that euerꝝ man that wyl not in ch2i- 
ſtes cauſe fozſake all p eucr he bath, | 
be can not be hys dyſciple. Loke the 
place who wil, the matter is ſo plain | 
p ſette fozthe, that no gloſes noz cla⸗ 
ping ofconſcience to the man of god, 
tan ſerue to the contrary. Paiy plas | 
ces:there be fo2 the fame purpoie, fo2 
the imbꝛacing of chꝛiſles croſſe, whe | 
Cbꝛiſt and bys cauſe layeth it bppon | 
our backe, but thys is ſo playne that | 
I nede here to rehearſe no mee. | 
Thelatter reaſon t oblection wher⸗ | 
of Jſpake befoze.1s of moze fo;ce,aud | 
includeth a necegitio which aftertac | | 
common ſayings hate no lac, and 
tberkoꝛe it ts moꝛe garde ts Hape oz 
ita — aunſwere. EE 
— s. This 
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A Lamentacion | 
Lhis may be obſected of ſome. Alas 
ſir J graũt all theſe thinges do greue 
me, and becauſe J vnderſtande — 
do not agre with gods worde wopch 
is the rule of my conſciece, J loth ei- 
ther to loke on them oz to heare the. 

But ſir alas, J am an impotet man, | 


on 


— 1 


an aged man, a ſpcke manne, a lame 
man, oꝛ J haue ſo many ſmal infants 
and a lame wife, which all lyuetb by 

i my labour and by my pzouiſton, if 7 * 
leaue them, thep ſhall ſterue, 4 J am 
net able to cary them with me, ſuche 
is my ſtate. Alas ſir what ſhall J do⸗ 
And theſe cauſes map chauce to ſome 
men of god, whereby either it ſhatbe 

 fo2'them vetterly impoſſible to depart 
the cofitrep.o2 cls in departing, they 
hal be info2cco to fo2ſake ſuch in ex⸗ 
treame neceſſities of whom both god 
and nature bath commytted vnto the | 
the care. las what counſell is here | 


— 


3 
— 


to be geuen? O lamentable ſtate, © 
ſo;0wefull barte that neither can de⸗ 
parte, and without ertreame danger 
and peryll is not able to tarpe ftpll, 
And the ſe are they whom our ſanio2 

£408 


led them in his pꝛophecy of the latter 
time, great beilied oz trauelinge wo⸗ 
men, and women that geneth after 
thep be bzoughte to bed, their ſmall 
babes ſucke. The ſtate of ſuch as are 
not able to flp the infection of the pe - 
ſtiferous plague of antech2ifſts abbo- 
minations, Chzylt lamentinge 4 not 
curſing,ſayth:wo be vnto the greate | 
bellped and trauelynge women, and 
women 5 geueth ſack in thoſe daies. 
Foz theſe alas my hart mourneth the 
moze,the leſſe J am able to genc anp 
comfo2table counſaple but this, that 
| alwates,as they loke fo2 everlaſting 
life, they abide ſtii in the cõfeſſion of 
his truth whatſocuer ſhal befall, and 
fo: the reſt to putte their traſt nowe 
wholp in God, whych is able to ſaue 
them againſt all apparaunce: ; com⸗ 
| monlp in ertremities, whe al world | 
ly comfo2te fapleth and the danger is 
| at bighcſt,then vnto his he 1s wonte 
after his accuſtomed mercy to be moſt 
readp fo to put his helpynge hande. 
Daniell God ſuffered to be caſte into 


t {| Chaiſt ſawe befoze ſhould be, and cal- 
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This may be obſected of ſome. Alas 
ſir J graũt all theſe thinges do greue 
me, and becauſe J vnderſtande they | 
do not agre with gods wozde whpcy | 

ts tbe rule of my conſciece, 3 loth ei - 
ther to loke on them oz to heare the. 
But ſir alas, 3 am an impotet man, 
an aged man, a ſycke manne, a lame 
man, oꝛ J haue ſo man ſmal infants 
and a lame wife, which all Ipuetb by 
my labour and by my pzoutfton, if I. 
leaue them, they ſhall ſterue, 4 J am 


is my ſlate, alas fir what ſhall J do? | 
And theſe cauſes may chaũce to ſome 
men of god, whereby either it chalbe 
ko them vtterlp tinpoſſible to depart 
the cofitrep.o2 cls in departing, they 
(hal be infozcco to fozſake ſuch in ex⸗ 


and nature bath commytted bnto the 
the care. flas what counſel is bere | 


ſoꝛowekull barte that neither can de⸗ 


net able to carp them with me, ſuche 


treame neceſſities of whom both god | 


to be genen? O lamentable tate, © | 


parte, and without ertreame danger | 


and perpll is not able to tarpe ftpll. 
And theſe are they whom our | 
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| they be bzoughte to bed, their (mall 


Chziſt ſawe befoze ſhouldbe,and cal- 
led them in his pꝛophecy of the latter 
time, great beilied oz trauelinge wo⸗ 
men, and women that geneth after 


babes ſucke. The ſtate of ſuch as are 
not able to flp the inſecion ot the pe - 
ſtiferous plaque of antechziſts abbo- 


minations, Chzylf lamentinge 4 not 


bellped and trauelpnge women, and 
women 5 geueth ſuck in thoſe dates. 
Foz theſe alas my hart mourneth the 
moze,the leſſe J am able to genc anp 
comfoztable counſayle but this, that 
alwates,as they loke fo; euerlaſting 
life, they abide ſtii in the c6feſſion of 
his truth whatſoeuer ſhal befall, and 
fo: the reſt to putte their truſt nowe 
wholp in God, whych is able to ſauc 
them againſt all apparannce: + com- 
monly in ertremities, whe a! wo2ld- | 


curſing,ſayth: wo be vnto the greate | 


ly comfo2te fapleth and the danger is 
at bighcſt, then vnto his he 1s wonte | 
after his accuſtomed mercy to be moſt 
| readp fo2 to put his helpynge hande. | 

Daniell God ſuffered to be caſte into 
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and yet he ſaued the all; JDanle was 
plucked out of the mouth afthe lion, 
as be ſaicth af bim ſelf, and in Aſta be 
was bzought in ſuch trauble 5; be las 
ked fo2 no-other thing but fo pzeſent 
deatb, 4 vet he that rayſeth the deade 
| to lpfetagaine dio bꝛynge him out of 
all his tügubles, and taugbt him and 


all other that be in trouble fo: chats 
ſtes cauſg:notto truſt to theſeius but 


in almighty-God, Of gods gracious 
aid in extteme perils toward them 5 
put their truſt in him, all ſcripture is 
ful both olde Enewe. What daügers 
were the patriarks often brought vn 


n 


of all other Joſeph, t how mercifully 
were thei deliuered agatne-Zn-what 
perylies was Po opſes when he:was 
| faine to flie fo2 p lafegard of bis life: 
| # wh was he ſent againe:to:Delyuer 
the Iſraelytes from the ſtruple bon⸗ 
dage: not befo2r they mere ngaughte 
into ertreame miſery. And wen dyd 


— — 


the denne of lions, and the thꝛe chyl / 
| dzen into the botte burning foznace, 


to, as Abzaha, Iſaac and Jacob, but 


— ——pc — 
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the 152d mightely 2 his people 
Ko from 
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from Pharao his ſwo2de 2 not befoze | | j 
| they were bꝛought in ſach ſtraytes 5 EF 
they were ſo compaiſed en euerp five | | 


{the mayne ſea on the one ſpde, x the| 
.maynehofte on y other)y they could 
looke fo2 none other; pea what didde 
| they.els in dede lohe fo2 then, but cp- 
tber to haue bene dzowned in 5 ſea, 
oz els to haue falle on 5 edge cl'43ha 
| rao his ſwoꝛd. Theſe :udges, which 
| wzoughtmolt wonderful thynges in 
the deliucry of the peap le, were euer 
geuen when the people was b2ought 
to moſt miſerpe befoze: as Othoniel, 
Aioch, Sangar, Gedeon, lephthe, Samſon, And 
ſo was Su indued with ſtrength and 
boldnes from aboue, agalnſt theam⸗ 
monites, Philiſtines, k Amalechites 
foz the defence of the prople of God. 
Dauid itkewyſe felt gods hel pe moſt 
ſenfibly euer in his extreme perſecu- | 
tions. What hall J ſpeake of the 
p:opbetes of god oben god ſuffered ' 
ſo oft to be bzought'tato extreme pes | i 
rils andſomightely deltaered theim ö 
againt:AgHchas,Hicremy, Datel, Aiche- | 
af, And tons, and manpe ofyer whom | 
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A Lamentacion 


it were but to longe to rehearſe, and | 
ſct out at large. And did the lo2de ble | 
bis ſeruantes otherwiſe in the newe 
law after chꝛziſtes incarnation? Read 
| the aces of the apoſtels and pou ſhal 
| ſee no. Mere not thapoſtels caſt into 
pꝛiſon and bzonght out by the migh- 
ty bande of god? Did not the aungell 
deliuer Peter out of þ ſtronge pꝛiſon 
e bzynge hym outs by the yzon gates 
| of thecitie and ſet him free? And we 
I pzaye pou⸗euen the ſame night bs- 
foe Herod apolnted to haue bzought 
him in iudgement foz to bane flapne 
bym, as he had a lyttle befoze kplled 
James tbe bꝛother of John. Paule 
and Silas, when after they had bene 
ſoze ſcourged and were put into the 
inner p2iſon and there were layd falt | 
in the ſtockes, J pzaye you what ap- 
parice was ther that the mageſtrats 
ſhould be glad to come the nert dae 
| themſcluesto toe, to deſyer theym to| | 
| be contente and to departe in peace;] 
| who pꝛoupded foz Paule, p be ſhould 
be ſafely conduced oute of all danger ' 
| and þz0ught to Felir þ Emperours 
5 | deputy? ' 


— 
— 


. 
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te. 


— 
— —— 


— _ * 


| had conſpired to requſer iudgemente 
; of death againſt him, he being kat in 


| reade in the .23. of the actes. J will 


8 of the Church. | 
„ | deputy? whe as both the bigh pzſeſts 


the Phariſpes and rulers of þ Jewes 


pꝛiſon, and alſo moze the fourty men 


— — 


| hadde ſwozne cche one to other that 
thep would neuer eate noz d;inke by 
till they ha d ſlaine Paule. A thynge 
' woderful, that no reaſon could haut 
inuented, oz man could haue looked 
fo2, god pꝛouided Paule bis owns ſt- 


ſters ſonne a pounge man, that diſa- 
ponited that conſptcacy and all their 
; fozmer coniuratid. Tbe maner how 
| the thluge cam to paſſe, thou mateſt 


| not be tedpous bnto thee here wyth 
the reherſall therof. 

Ho we to deſcende from the apoſtles 
to the martp2s that folowed next in 
| £h:iſkes church,+ in them like wiſe to 

| declare holve gracious our good god 
euer hath bene to wozk wonderfully 
w tbem, which in bis cauſe haue ben 
in ertreme perilles, it were a matter 


enough to wzite a longe boke. J wil 


WW 


| hcre name but one man and one wo⸗ 
Sr man 
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|: | 
; man that is 4rbavaſiys the great clerke| . 
| t godly man ltoutly ſtanding in cbzi⸗ 
ſtes cauſe againſt the Arrians, f that 
holp woman Blandina,ſtanting ſa con 
ſtantly in all extreme papnes, in the 
| ſimple cofeion of chziſt. Af thou wilt 
haue eramples of mo, loke and thou 
ſhalt bane both theſe t a bundzed mo 
in Eccleſiaſtica biſtoria of Euſeblus, 4 in | 
| Tripartita biſtoria. | 
But fo2 all theſe cramples both of | |} 
| boly ſcripture and of other hiſtozies, | 
J feare mee the weake man of God | 
incombzed with the krailty and fnfirs | 
mitp of the fleſhe, wil haue now and 
then ſuche thoughtes ond quawmes 
(as they cal thẽ) to run ouer his hart, 
and to thonke thus:all theis thinges | 
which are reherſed oute of the ſcryp⸗ | 
ture, J beleue to be true,+ of the reſt 
tculp J do thinke wel, andcanbeleve} 
them alſo to be true, but all theſe we 
mult nedes graũt were ſpecial mira⸗ 
cles of god, wipch now in our dapes 
ars ceaſed we ſe, ⁊ ta require them at 
gods handes, were it not to tept god?! 
__ Weibeloned bzother,J graũt ſuch. 
were 
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dur ſight 18 not cleare (fo2 truly God 


| 


| beloned in God, that Gods hande is 
| as ſtrong as ener it was, he mape do 


| do beleue, t therfoꝛe 3 ſave) dꝛaweth 


were great wonderful wozks ok god, 
and we haue not ſene manprof ſuche 
miracles in dur time, epther ez that 


woꝛketh w his. his part in all times) 
oꝛels bicauſe we haue nat 5 like faith 
of the foz whoſe cauſe God w2ought 
ſach thinges: 02 bicauſe after that he 
had ſet fozth the truth of his doctrine 
by ſuche miracles then ſuffictentiye , 
the tyme of fo manye myraclics to be 
done was erpired withall. WW btch of 
theis is the moſte ſpectall cauſe of all 


others, oz whether there be anye os | 


there, God knoweth: J leaue that to 
God. But knobwe thou this my wel - 


what bis gracyons pleſure is and he 
is as good and gracious as euer he 
was. Man chaiigeth as the garment ' 
doth, but god our heauenlp father is 
euen the ſame no that he was, and 
halbe foz euermoꝛe. 

The wo2ld without doubt(this 3 


towardes an end, and in al ages god 
+ | WIRE... 
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| bath had bis owne maner , after bys| 
\ ſecrete and vnſearchable wiſdome t 
| vſe hiselen, ſomtimes to deliner the | 
| and to kepe them ſafe, and ſomtimes 
| | to ſuffer theym to d2inke of Chiles 
| cup, that is to fele the ſmarte, and to 
| fele of the whpp. 
| And though the fleſhe (marteth at 
the one, and feeleth eaſe in the other: 
is glad of the one, and ſoze vered inß 
other: ret the 102d is al one, towards 
| them in both , and loueth theym no⸗ 
leſſe when he ſafferethe tbeym to be 
beaten , yea and to be put to bodelye | 
death, then when he w oozketh won- 


i... a. 


deres fo2 their maruelous del iuerp. 
Map rather he doth moze foz them 
when in anguiſh of the tozments be 
ſtandeth by them « Crenghneth them 
iu their faith, to ſuffer in the conkeſ⸗ 
{ ſton of the truethe and his faithe, the 
| bitter panges of death, then when he 
opencth the pziſon dooze and letteth 
them go tole: foz here he doth but rel 
pit the to an other time, and leaueth 
them in daunger to fall in like perpl 
agapne: aud there be maketh theym 
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perfect, to be without datiger, papne, | 
oz peril after that fo; euer moze. But 
this bis loue towardes thepm, howe 
ſoener the world doth tudge of it, is 
alt one, both when be deliuereth and 
when bs ſuffereth theym ts be put to 
deatb. He loned as wel Peter 4 Paul 
when, after thei had(accozding to his 
bleed wil, pleaſare and pꝛouidente) 
finiſhed their courſes, and done their | 
ſeruices appointed them bp him here 
in pzeaching of bis Goſpell , the one 
was bebeaded,and thother was ban- 
ged oz crucified of the cruell tyzannte 
Nerd, as the Cccleſiaſticall biſtozye 1 

apthe: as when he ſent the Aungell 1 
to bzing Peter out of pziſon , and foz 1 
Paules deliuerp, he made all y dozes | 
of the pziſon to flie wide open, and 
foundation ofthe ſame like an eart 1 
quake to tremble and ſhake, 1 
Chinkeſt thou O thou man of god, [| 
that Cbꝛiſt our Saulour had leſſe af- 1 
fection to the fyꝛſte martyz Stephen, | 
bicanſs he ſuffered his enemies euen 1 
at the firſte con ſlicte to ſtone him to 


death: g — noz James Jobns | | 
51. ; zother * i 
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bꝛotber, whtcbe was one of the thzre | 
that Paul calleth Pzimates oz Pan- 
/ cipais amongſt p apoſtles of Chziſte; 
Be loued htm neuer a whit p wozſe 
then he did the other, although he ſuf 
fered Herod the tyꝛants ſwoꝛd to cut 
df bis bead. Nay doth not Dantei ſap 
ſpeaning of the crneity of Antercbzilt 
Danicl,::,} bis time: Et doi is populo docebunt plu + 
tmos & ment in gladio, & in flamma, & in caps ' 
tiuirate,& in rapin dierum & e. Et de etuditis 5 
me ut vt coflentur & cligãtut & dealbentut. & e. 
| Whar1s, and the lerne d (he meaneth 
trulplearued in gods law) chal teach 
| many, ann ſhal fal vpon the ſwo2de, | 
| end in the flame (that is, ſhalde bur⸗ 
ned in the flaming fper) and in capt(- | 
ultpe (that is, ſyalbe in patſon, and be 
| | (potbed and robbed bf their goods fog. 
along ſeaſon), And after a lyttel in 
the lame place of Daniel it foloweth; 
and ol the lerned ther be, whiche ſhal 
fal vz be ouerthzo wen Þ they maye be 
| knowen, tried, choſen, ( made white: 
de meaneth, be butnyſhed and ſcous 
roda new, picked and choſen ,s made 
frethe and aße. that then — 
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lerned, and fo2 ſo gracious cauſes, let 


| euern one to whome: any.ſuch —_ 
o 


by the wyli of God doeth chaunce, 
merp in God, and reiopce, fo2 it is to 


graciouſlye God batb pꝛoulded, ha⸗ 
uinge grace of God and ſtrengbe of 


the height of the ſtoꝛme. Happy is he 
that euer he was bone, woom God 
his heaueniy father bath vouchſafcd 
to appointe ta glozify bim, t to edilie 
bis church by p effuſion ot his blond. 
To die in Chziſtes cauſe is an hyghe 
honour; to the which no man certain- 
lye ſhall oz can eſpire , but to whome 
god vouthſafeth that dignitie: foz no 
man is alowed to pꝛeſume fo: to take 
vnto himſelfe any atfpce of bonoure, 
but he whiche is there vnto called of 
god. Therfoze John ſayth wel, ſpea⸗ 
king of them whiche haue obtepned 


and by the wozde of hys teſtimonye: 


| fozeſen#- fag to be done to tbe godlye | | 


Gods.giozy and to bys; owne eucrla-. | 


| 


inge wealth.: Mberefoze well ts be | 
pᷣ euer he was bozne;fo2 whome thus 


tbe holp ghoſte to ſtande ſtec faſtly in 


the vigozp by the bloud of the lambe A boc 12. 
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that thcp lonednot their luer, euch 
onto death. And dur ſaniogr Chzyfte 
ſayeth, he that (yall loſe bys lyfe foz 
my cauſe ſhall finde it. And this ma⸗ 
ner of ſpeache pertapneth not to one 
kind of chziſtians, as the wozldlp do 
wyckedlp dzeame, but to all that doe 
trulp pertain vnto Chꝛiſt. Foz when 
chziſt bad called bnto bim the multi⸗ 
| tude together wyth bys 1 be 
ſalde bnto them (marke ald not 
this to þ diſciples and a len only, 
but be 810 it to al) whoſoener wil fo 


ä 


low me let him fozſake 02 deny hiſelf 


— 


x take vp his croſſe and folow me:foz 
whoſocuer wil ſane bis life ſhal loſe 
it (he meaneth whoſcener wil to ſave 
bis lyfe, bothe fozſake oz leaue him 1 
bis trneth) and whoſoeuer ſhall loſe 
bis like fo2 mp cauſe and the goſpels 
 ſake,ſhal ſaue it:foʒ what ſhal ft pꝛo 
| fit a man if he ſhal winne the whole 
woꝛlde and leſe bis owne ſoule⸗ hys 
owne lite: oz what ſhall a man geue 
to recompente that loſſe of bis owne 
life and of his owne ſoniez Whoſo- | 
ener ſhall be aſhamey of me and my. 
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aungels. know thou O man of god, 


tbat pouertie, aduerſity, ſycknes, tri⸗ 


wozds(that is to conteſſe me and my 
* — this adulterous 2 ſin⸗ 
[generation, ot bim ſhal the ſon of 
man he aſhamed when he cometh in 
theglo of his father, with the holy 


that alt thinges are o2depned fo2 thy 
behofe, and to the furtherace of thee, 
towardes thy ſaluation. All thinges 
(ſaith Paule) woꝛketh with the good 
to goodnes,enen the enemies of god, 
and ſuch klnd of puniſhments wber - 
by they go about to deſtrope thepm, 
ſhall be fozced by Goddes power, 
might , and fatherly-paouldence, fo: 
to do them ſerußtetter. 
It is not as the wycked thinketh, 


bulatienl, vea papnefull death of the 
godly; be tokens that God doeth not 
loue theym: but euen cleane the con⸗ 
trarp, as al the whole courſe of ſc2ip- 
ture doth euedentip declare:;fo2 then 
de wold neuer haue ſufred his mot 
deare beloued p Patriarches to haue 
had ſuch troubles, bis pꝛophetes, his 


Apoſtles, bis Þarty2s and chiefe chã 
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ptons and maintainers of. biz uuetb 
| and:gaſpetr,fo'craxtly:of the twycked | 
|:tochavue dend murdered and main. t 
the whicbe ſomt were rarkedeas the 

Fapöſtle ſapth) and would nat dodeli⸗ 
beer rr nt rece ts a bet⸗ 
reſurʒeaim. Some werelttied by 
*\morkings wad runny as ings; bea mode 
foger by dbndesund mp2{loefmente: 
tber wreowbried;, they ty worg bewen| , 
{and tut in ſũder,thep wers tempted, 
they wete lain with the Two zd they 
wandtren vppt and do lune in ſheepe | 
kktus and Gates ſkinnes; being foz⸗ 
p laken, aſflueced und toꝛmented, ſuche 
| men as the wozlde was not woztbpe 
to haue; wand:inge in wilderneſfes, 
in mountutnes, in dennes and cautes 
Fot earth. All theſe were appꝛsute by 
the teſtir of fapth; andrerefued! 
not the pzomiſe, bicauſe 6dDidP70- 
tide betterfo2 vs, that wepthante vs 
|!thep wuld not be conſiimated; They 
|-tary now tot bs vndoubtedlp löging 
| fo2 the dap. Bat thep are tommann⸗ 
ded to haue pactence pet, ſapeth the 
1 8 littel — CER 
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vet to de flaine , as they were. 


occaſſon of de lap of that 
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{ 


onto or ſauiour Tbziſt: Veni domme 


of rer fello we frru feruauntes _ fulfil . 
led, and or they>bzethzen whycy are 


No thou O man of God, foʒ our 
Lo20s ſake, let vs not fo2 the lout of 
this life, tary them to op , and be 
gloztoused-; 
ſummation, in hope and expegacion 


|-whetof tbe! departed in the 1020;amd! 
the which alſo p liuing endned with | 
| Gods lp 
Are and to grone foʒ with al the eren 
tures or God, Let vs all with John 


irit, ought ſo carneſtip to de⸗ 


the ſeruant of Gos, erp tn our harts 


leſu tome Loꝛde Jeſu tome. oz then 

When thziſt which is dur life, halbe 

made manifeſt and apeare with him 

jen the ſhal the childzen of god 
2 


care what thei be, euen like 1 | 

uk: fo2 this our weake body ſhall | 
botraniffygarated and made lpke vn | 
to Thziftes glozions' body, +-that by 


the power wherby he is able to ſob; | 


1 


due vnto himſelf ali thinges. Then, 


\bemavencoxrupiſ ez that is nowse | 
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£ which is now cozraptible, ſhall | 
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vple, ſhal the be made gloztons,that 
| is nowe weake, ſhal riſe then migh- 
ty and ſtrong, that is groſſe and car⸗ 
nal, ſhalbe made fine and ſpirituall, 
foz the we ſhal ſee s bane py vnſpeak⸗ 
| able iop and ſcuition cf the glozious 
mateſty of cur lozde even as he is. 
W ho oꝛʒ what then ſhall let vs to 
leopard, to ſeopardzyea to ſpend this 
lite which we haue here in Chziſtes 
tauſe: in our loꝛde God his cauſe? O 
tbou therekoze man of god, thou that 
arte loden and ſo letted lypke vnto a 
great bellied woman that thou canft 
not fly the plague, yet if thou luſt af- 
ter ſuch things as J haue ſpoken of, 
ſand faſt what ſoener ſhall befall in 
thy mapſters cauſe: and take thys 
thy letting to fiy,fo2 acalling of god 
to feighte in thy maiſter Chz:iſte hys 
cauſe. Of this be thou certaine, they 
can do nothing bnto thee, which thy | 
| father is not aware of, oz hathe not | 
fo2cſene befoze : they can do no moze | 
then it hal pleaſe him to ſuffer them 
to do (v2 the furtheraunce of his glo- 
ry,edifyinge of his church and:thyne 
owne 
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owne ſaluation. Lette them then doe 
wbat they ſhal, ſeing to thee O man 
of God, all thinges ſhall be fozced to 
ſerue, and to wozcke with thee vnto 
the beſt betoze God. O be not afraide 
and remember the ende. 
All thps whiche J haue ſpoken fog 


the comkoꝛt of the lamentable caſe ot 


the man whõ chꝛziſt calleth the great 
bellied woman: J meane to be ſpoke 
likewiſe to the captiue and pꝛiſoner 
in Gods cauſe: fo ſuche J count to 
be as it were alceady ſummones and 


pꝛeſted to fight dnder the banner of | 


the croſſe of Chzplte, and as it were 
ſouldiours allowed and taken bp fo; 
the Lozds warres, to do to their (ozd 
and maiſter good and honozable ſer- 
uice, and to ſtycke to him as men of 
truſtie ſerulce in his canſe enen bnto 
\deathzans to thinke their life loſt in 
bis cauſe, is to winne it in eternall 
gloy fo euermoze. 

Therekoꝛe now to conclude and to 
mate an ende of this treatiſe, J ſays 
vnto all that loue God our heauenly 


. 


father, that loue Cbꝛiſte Jeſus our 4 


_redemer | 
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5 edemer and foanſoure : that lone fo, 

FE | folowe'the wayes of the holy ghoſte ,} 

| which is out comkfoꝛzter and lanaiti⸗ 
er of all: vnto all that loue Chziſte 
| { ſpouſe and body, the true catholtck 
churche of Ch:ite, pea that lone lit 
Ether one ſoules health: 3 ſay'vn- 
to all theis, harken my deate bꝛet hi 
and ſſſters, ali you that be of God, o 
all ſoztes; ages, dignittes, oz degec: 
bharken to the woꝛde of our ſantour 
Jeſus Cbziſte ſpoken tohis Apoſtel 
| and ment to all bis in @ainge Ma⸗ 
 thewes Soſpell: Feare not thrym 
| Whiche kyll the bodpe, ſorthep can 
not kil the ſoule: but feare bim moze 
whiche mate deſtroye and caſte both 
bodpe and ſonle into bell fper .- Are 
not twao ſmallſparrowes ſold fo; 
mite, and ane ot them ſhal not fat oz 
lig bt vpon the ground witbont-you 
fatber⸗ All the hears of pour bead b 
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numbzed. Feare them not / pou ar 
much moe wo2th then are the titte 
ſparrowes.Tuery one then that co 
feſſeth me belaze mẽ, him ſhal Jlik⸗ 
| wile, confeirs betoze my fatyer'wbich 
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| beauenly grace 4 ſtrength , that here 


| and our euerlaſting comfozte,fop and 


is in beauen. But whoſoener hal d de⸗ 
'nye me befoze men,J ſhall denre bim 
likewyſe befoze my father whyche is 
in heauen. 

The loꝛd graunt vs therfoze of his 


we may ſo confeſſe him in this world 
amongeſt this adulterous and ſinfull 


generation, that he maye confeſſe vs | 


again at the latter dap, befoze his fa- 
ther which is in heauen, to bis glozp | 


ſalnation. 
To our heauẽlp father, to our ſa- 
uiour 4 redemer Jeſus Chzilt, 
and to the holp ghoſt, be al 
glozy and hono; now 

and foz euer 

Amen. 
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Godlp and comfoztable 
letters of the conſtaut wytnes of 
Chpꝛiſt John Careles, wꝛitten 
in the time of his umpꝛi⸗ 
ſonment, and now 
fyꝛſte ſet foꝛth 
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Anno Domini. 
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homas Y irry to eC kun reader, * 
by e 5 
man of god John Carcley, 


Uch care did careful Careles bive, 

in time of Nomiſhe rage: by 
1 whe fleſh 2 bloud with fier was tried, 
| to make mennes faith toſwage, | 


But god be thanked koz his grace, | 
who did him ſo defende: | 
that in the truth he ran his rag. 
and made a godip end. 

| 


| No man tnoze carefull tox the.crofle, . 
of Chʒiſte his ſauinge health: | } 
no man moꝛe careles fo the loſſe, | 
of frendcs and wozldly wealth. k | 


I when he was hated and abhozde, 
| | of CT apphas and his ſede: | 
| he caſt his care vponthe Lozde, | 
and Careles was in dede. | 


| nt whyz he knewe that wozldly pobver, 
| no father coulde pz9cede: 

4 then god hole woꝛde doth till endure, 
already had decrede, 


And that the Loꝛde would in the ende, | | 
woke ail things foz the beſt; | . | 
when of great mercy he ſhoulde ſende, | ' 
bis ſoule to topkull reſt, 


— 


— . Ie ; A In hope 


Td 


In hope wherofhe careles was, 

and ready to the ſtake: 

if god ſo woulde,he did not paſſe: 
ſuch ende on earth to make. 


But gods will was he ſhould not die, 
(ach death in open ſigyte; 
wheretoze in pꝛiſon topfully, 
to Chzilt ye pelde his ſpzite, | 


Plalme, 54+ 167 


Caſte thy care vpon the loꝛde:and he ſhall | 
— thee, he wii no ſuffer the rightes | ' 
ous ts fail fo; euer. | | 


8 
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lobn Careles. 
* — 
| | CThe grace and free mercy of God in Jeſus 
1 3 Chip, the ſwete conſolattons of the holy 
ghoſt, the guide of all Sods dere chil⸗ 
dzen de with pou, ſtrengthen and 

comfozte you my derely be⸗ 
loud ſwete ſiſter N. E. 

15 nowe + euer. Amen. 


| 


F be it, my derly beloued 
A 7 ſyſter in Cbepſte, that as 
9 vet we dyd neuer ſee one 
5 (N dan other perſonally to as 
5 np knowledge, pet by the . 
vertuous repo2te , that 3 haue heard 
| of pon, and alſo by the large loupnge 
| token that J haue receaned fro pou, 
my thinke that J doc even p2eſently 
ſee pou, t beholde your perſon, faith- 
fully walkinge in the feare and loue | 
of god, foping andretopcing with pou 
in þ ſpirite as though we were (wet - 
ly talkynge together of Cbziltes ve⸗ 
ritie. The loꝛde god do J hambly be- 
ſech in the bowels and bloude of our 
lo2de and ſauyour Jeſus Chziſt, that 
be will firengthen vs both, wyth bys | 
boly and mighty ſptrit , that we may 
conſtantly continue in the confeſſion 
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of his truth bnto the ende: that lpke 
as we nowe ſee one another pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly in ſpirite, we map alſo ſee one an⸗ 
{ other perſonally in the glozious pꝛe⸗ 
| ſence of God, and his holye aungels. 
| lvhere vndoutedly,we ſhal know one 
an others perſonage , to oure greate 
top, fclicity, and endles comfozt. And 
now therfoge deare ſiſter K. be ſtrong 
in the Lo2d our god, fo2 doubtles the 
time of trial is at hande:a great per- 
ſecutton with cruel! murtherpnge of 
gods deare ſainces is like to be very 
| hotly in this wokull wicked realme 
| of England. Therfoze dere ſiſter, foz g 
the loue of God, pꝛepare pou to the N 
croſſe with all diligence , and make 
pour ſeife ready to die with Chꝛplle, 
| that you map alſo liue with hym foz 
euer. There is no remedy, if you wil 
be Chziſtes diſciple, you muſte nedes 
take bp pour croſſe, and follow him, 
fo; the diſciple muſt not loke to bea-| / 
boue his maſter, noz the ſeruaunt to 
be better intreated, then his lozd , Yf 
we were of the wo2ld (good ſiſter)no 
doubt the wozlde would lone vs. 
But 
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Þ lyhn Careles. | 
| 2Zut foz as much as Chziff hath cho- 
1K ſen vs out of the wozld to ſerue God 
in ſptrite and veritpe, let bs be well 
aſſured the wozlde will hate vs + per 
ſecute ds, as it hath done our lozde 
maſter Chꝛyſte. But pet let vs be of 
good chere, ko Th2iſt hath ouercome 
the wozlde. The papne is but ſhozte 
that we can fele here, but the pleſure 
is perpetuall that we ſhall feele els 
where. Let vs ſet beſoze vs the era- 
"gy ple of Chziſte, which abode the croſſe 
] and deſpiſed the ſhame, in reſpect of 
the iop that was ſet befoze him; Cue 
ſo let vs conſider, foꝛ whoſe ſake wee 
: ſuffer, whole cauſe we defend,+ what 
| glozious reward we ſhal haue at the 
dap of our vicozy, and then doubtles 
the conſolation of theſe thinges will 
ake (weete all our ſuffertnges, and 
ſone ſwallow vp al the ſozowes that 
we are ſowſed in foz Goddes ſake. 4 
| could recite diuers tcrts of the ſcrip⸗ 


| 


— 
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alliſte you with his holy ſpirite, that | 
pou maye continuallye walcke in all 
points accozdig to pour godly know⸗ 
| ledge : And then ſhall pou not doe as 
the mcſte parte of our Goſpellers doe 
nowe a dapes, the moꝛe is the pitie. 
There are a greate manye in Eng⸗ 
lande, that doe perkectlp knowe, that 
the idolatrous maſſe is abhomſinable, 
diuelyſhc and deleſtable in the ſighte 
ok God, And yet, alas they be net a⸗ 
krapde to pollute and defyle they2 bo⸗ 
dies, whych ought to be the teplics of 
the holy ghoſt, with being pzeſent at 
it, ſo ſprining agapnſt God and their 
oblone conſcience, But dere ſyſter K, 
doe you llie from it, both in bodp and 
ſoule, as pou would flie from the ves 
ry dfuell himſelfe. D2tnke not of the 
who:e of Babplons cup by no mea⸗ 
nes, foꝛ it will tnfecte the body 4 pop- 
ſon the ſcule. Be not partakers of her 
ſinnes (ſaith the aungell) leaſt pon be 
partakers of the plagues, that ſhozt⸗ 
ly ſhalbe powzed vpon her. O what 
an arape is this: that ſo manpe that 
knowe gods truth. will nowe tourne 
gagapne 
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1 agapne and dcfple them ſelues in the 
filthy puddle of antichziſtes ſtinking | 
religis. They go about to ſaue ther2 
liues with their double diſſimnlatis, 
but doubtles, they ſhall loſe eueria- | 
ſting life by it, if they do not repente 
in time and turne vnto the lozd. Bu 
deare ſiſter, my truſte is, that you do 
btterly abhozre the comminge to any 
LF ſuch thinge. J hope that pou wil not 
by anpe meanes turne backe into E⸗ 
gypte nowe, but that you wil boldly 
venter th2ough the wildernes of tro- 
| ble t perſecution, that pou may come | 
into the lande that loweth wpth all 
kinde of heauenly pleaſures 4 fopfull 
velectatios , and poſſeſſe the ſame fo2 
eutr. Let vs coſider, howe that euerp 
one of vs doth owe vnto god a death 
| by nature, and howe ſone the Lozde 
will require it of vs, we knowe not. 
O howe happy are we then, if god cf 
bis goodneſſe appoint vs to pape nas 
tures det with ſuffringe foz his truth 
and Goſpelles ſake, and ſo makynge | 
vs his faythfull wytneſſes wpth the | 
4 p2ophetes, apoſtles, marty2es, t con | 
F. lll, feſſours, _ 
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life and libertye. J truſte hereafter to 


ſpirite, that you map continually re⸗ 


| with tedfall fayt 


ſonne Jeſas Chziſt, to whom he doth 
here begin to faction vs lpke in ſuffe- 
rynge,that we might be like him al⸗ 
ſo in glo:p. Thus mp derely beloued 
ſiſter, J haue ben bold to trouble pon 
a littel with my rude and ſimple let⸗ 
ter, beinge made in haſte as it doeth 
apeare. et J deſier you to take it in 
good wooz2the, as a token of my poze 
zeale vnco pou, t to accepte my good 
will. And if it pleaſe god to ſpare me 


feſours, yea with his dearly 179 


w;ite vnto you moze largelpe. Fare 
pe well dcare ſiſter N. E. the Lo2de 
bleſTe pou and all youres, and pow2e 
bpon pou the heauenlpe dewe of bys | 
grace. The loꝛd endue you with plen 
tifull knowledge of his veritye, and 
kill you with his holye and mightpe 


lopte in the cofo2tes of the ſame now 


and euer. Amen. f. abe par, piake, 


your daily Ozatoz Jhon Careles pꝛiſoner 
of the Loꝛde at al ttmes abydinge hys moſt 
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_ merciful wil and pleaſure, 
| An 
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Tohn Careles. 
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Another letter or the ſame John 
Careles ſent to the ſame party. 


hmm. A 


| 

Grace, mercy and peace, from god our cter- : 

nall and moſt deere jouing facher , wyth qup⸗ 

s etnes ofconſcience tn our ſwete loꝛde and only 

ſauiour Jeſus Chzyſt, with increaſe of know | 
ledge, health, ſtrength, and ſpiritual ioy in and 

thzough the mighty operatio of the doly ghoſt 

dur euerlaftinge comfoꝛte, dt Woth pou nowe 

and euer, iy moſte dere # louing lifter R. E. 

A to the good perfourmance of all that he hathe 

ſo graciouſly begon tn vou, in ſuch ſozt as map | 

be moſte to his glozyt, the comfote of 

bys poze afflicted churche,and to | 

the eucreaſe of pour owne 

tuerlaſt inge iop in | 

him. Amen » | 


— 


ER © Jam by no meanes | 

VA Or able, (my deere harte 

9 in the 102d) in the leaſte 

7 pointe fo recompence | 

anpe part of the grelfte |} 
lone, faithfull fredſhip 

indnes, that you bane 

ſo largely extended vnto me: euen ſo 

am J not able to declare, how much, 

and how depelye 3 am continuallye | 


Fe {lit, bound 
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| bound to gene god molt bible pzaiſe | | 
and continaall thankes fo2 you, and 
| on your behalfe. Betoze God J (peak | 

it,J can not with pen erp2clſe what 
top and comfozte my pooze afflycted | 
hart hatb concepued of pou, and that 
in mo reſpectes then J wpll oz can 
now declare . Ay mp deare ſyſter R. 
whoſe humble hart andlowly ſpirit 
doth to me pꝛeſeétlp appeare in poure 
molt godly and louing letter, bleſſed 
are pou, and all ſuch meke handmai⸗ 
des of p 102d, Foz doubtles you ſhall 
be eraited in that day, when p proud 
perſones of the woꝛzld, and hygh min 
ded Pharaſeps (hall be caſt downe. 
God foz euermoze bee bleſſed, who 
bath genen you(contrarp to nature) 
ſuch a meke t humble hart. Fo2 bpo 
al ſuch (he ſaith himſelf; his holy ſpi⸗ 
rit ſhal reſt, which pzomis is ful wel 
verified on pou: which holy ſpirite of 
his, is the good guide and leader, pea 
the only teacher and inſtructer of all 
the loꝛdes deare electe childꝛen. And 
as it hath trulpe taught you to caſte 
| your ſelfe down (as it is moſt conue- 
| nient) 


— 
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| rocke of tone, wheron you ſhal ſtand 


; ſhould thinke pour (clfe bnwoztbp to 


nient) enen ſo will it rayſe you vp a- 
gapne (as J doubt not but it hath al⸗ 
readp done, and ſet pou Vppon a bigh 


ſure, and dwell (ſafe fo2 euer: I meane 
vppon Jeſus Chziſte, on whom your 
kayth is fyꝛmelp built, ſo that the ga⸗ 
tes of death o2 hell, ſhali not finallpe 
p2enatle againſt the ſame. Selab, But 
as Jdorighte well on pour parte ad- 
mit the ſimilptude of p fapthful wife 
of Tana, which came to Chziſt fo; to 
haue her daughters helth, wpth who 
pou may be well compared, bothe fo: 
fapth, and humble mekenes : euen ſo 
IJ wyll in no wyſe allowe , that you 
ſhould ſo much eralt me(a moſte vple 
wꝛetched ſinner, vea llime, earth, and 
aſſhes, and a berye lumpe of Adams 
dunge) as thoughe there were ſame 
thinge in me, in reſpecte wherof pon 


call me bzother, Alas, what am J(in 
reſpccte of mp ſelfe) but a depe and a 
damnable ſinner, pea ſnche a one, as 


daily doth deſerue not only this long 
enpztiſonment, and death which now | 
| knocketh 
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knocketh at my doze, but alſo Gehen- 
na and hell fier, if God foz his ſonne 
Chziſte his ſake did not fo2gene the 
ſame, meane mp ſin, which partlpe 
hath pzonoked God to plage all thys 
Realme, Therkoze my deare ſiſter, if 
pou thinke pour ſelf bnwozthp to cal 
me bꝛotber, let it be only in reſpecte 
that Jam moſte vnwoꝛthpe of that 
name. Otherwiſe you mult conſider, 
that you maye(and J truſt dailye do) 
boldly call eſus Chꝛpſt the eternall 
ſonne of God pour moſt deare and lo 
ning bzother, wha by his death hath 
bought you life, and hath made you | 
the childe of God, and felowe hepze 
with him, of the kingdome of heauk, 
whither be is alſo aſcended fo2 pour 
poſſeſſion takinge, and hath thereto 
left with pou in pledge his pare and 
holy ſpirit, as a ſure earneſt penpe of 
the ſame, wherwith J am right ſuer 
we are bothe ſcaled bnto the dape of 
redemption. That ſpirite certifpeth 
onr ſpirit, that we are the trae adop- 
ted ſonnes of God, and therefo2e we 
mape boldipe call him deare father: 

F then 
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| then muſt J nedes be youre bzother, 
and ſo J p2ay pou cal mee: god make 
me woꝛthy of that name. And where "$2 
as pou deare bart, do deſter to be re⸗ | 
kreſhed wyth the fruitfull water of] 
life, which floweth fo2th of the holpe 
ghoſt, the fountain of al grace: J ſap} 
with Chꝛiſt that bleſſed is your hun- 
| | gry ſoule,fozit ſhall be wel ſatiſfien 
with that heauenip manna , whichs 
| maketh the eaters thereof to liue fo; 
euermoze, Fo2 God hath genen you 
his ſpirite , which hath taught, and 
both ſtill teach you, what pou ought 
| | to beleue, and how to lyue accozding 
to the ſame , as hitherto you hane 
done, youre light ſo ſhininge befoze 
men, that godhath ben and is great- 
lpe gloziſied by the ſame. Therefo ze 
be you certaine 4 ſuer, that God will 
like wiſe glozifp pou with him (elf in 
; eterlaſtingglozy. Foz as þ lozd did 
know and elcc pou foz his befoze tbe 
koundatlon of the wozlde was lapde: 
ſo hath he called pou by the ſpncer's | 
pꝛeaching ofhis holy goſpel, And eis 
he hath truly called pon, ſo doeth he | 
—_ A m K 


— — 


john Careles. f | 
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moſte wercyfullye ſuffifye you of his | 
free grace and fauo2, And as he doeth 
| fullifye you, oz repute you righteous | = 
in his ſpghte : ſo wyll he glo2ify you 


— 


—— 


with a crowne of immoꝛtality in his 
kingdome foz euer. Kead the eight to 
the Komaines fo2 pour conſolation: 
and put pour truſte in God, who ca- 


reth foz pot, and will kepe pou in his 
ſafe cuſtody, free from all the aſſaul- 
tes of pour cruel aduerſarie: thoughe 
in bys myſcheuous members he doe 
tranſfozme himſelf into an aungel of 
light, moſte craftelye to deceaue, yea | 
muen the verp elect; if it were poſſible 
[ 1'02 him ſo to do. perceaue dear ſiſter 
ik. that you baue met w ſome of the 

(freyvous wolnes , whych are fearflye 
entred in amongeſt the ſelp ſheepe of 
C:h2:tit to ſcatter them. J knowe well 
| ttjat you haue bene ſoze aſſaulted of 
tlze Papiſtes. But Jam ſure they 
Noall not pꝛeuaple agapnſt pon. Fo: 
their crnel tyzanny and all the reſt of 
t heir dinelpſhe doinges, is ſo directly 
a gainſt the woꝛd of God in all popn- 
t es, that they can not beguple you! 

though 
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thoughe they woulde neuer ſo fapne. 


erchaunce pou haue alſo bene trou⸗ 
led with oure ſpꝛonge bp heretpkes 
the Arrians and Anabaptiſtes. God 
keepe you and all hys deare chpldzen 
fo;th of theyz wpcked companye : foz 
verilp they are a crafty kinde of men, 
and many a gentle harte and ſpmple 
ſoule,thep do full ſoze abuſe, e depelp 
Nane e them far from the 
ſincere fapth of Chziſte, and from the 
pure vnderſtanding of his holy wozd, 
though in their outward appearance 
they would ſeme as holy as any flat. 
terpng frier. Ak any ſuch come about 
pou to perſwade you from that euer⸗ 
laſting truth, which was taught you 
in the dapes of oure late good kynge 
Edwarde, by thoſe wozthy witneſTes 
whych haue ſealed p ſame wpth their 
bloud: let thenotcome wpthin pour 
do zes, neither bid the once god ſpede, 
Ik J were ſure that any ſuche blynde 
p2opbetes did go about to lead pou in 
to the dike of darknes, J wold take a 
litle moze paine fo2 pour ſake. J haue 


Jones 


lente vnto my good bzother Henry | 


r 


Jones of Witnep,a true and chꝛiſtiã 
confeſſion of my faith, the whiche J 
would wiſhe you to reade, and in all 
j points to be ruled thereby. Pp good 
bother Richard Bzice will help you 

to it well _— J baue ſpoken to 
him and to mp bzother Henrpe alſo. 
Ah deare ſiſter,theſe be the daunge⸗ 
rous dapes, in which Chailt did p20- 
phecye, and Paule, and Peter alſo, | 
that manye falſe Pꝛophetes ſhoulde 
appeare, t bzing in damnable ſectes, | 
even deniyng the loꝛde that boughte 
them, as theſe dineliſhe Arrians do, 
| in denying Jeſus Ch2iſt to be theter⸗ 
nall ſon of God, ol one ſublkance and 
equal with the father. But my deare 
bart in the lo2dbe of good chere. Foz 
though this tyme of darkenes, be ne- 
uer ſo daungerous to the cageofvns| | 
cleane and hatefull birdes , that can | | 
not abide the light, that is to ſay,the| 
congregation of Sathan whiche had 
no luſt to belene the truth, and ther-| © 
foze God hath ſent them ſtronge de- | | 
luſton to beleue lpes: pet the ſure 
grounde of Ged, remapnetb ſtill. and 
| 'bath 
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trueth: The lozd knoweth them that 
are his, and hath committed them vn 
to Chziſte his keping, who will loſe 


| nothinge of that whiche his father 


hath geuen hym, but will raiſe it vp 
at the laſt dap. yea fo2 his choſe ſake, 
the Lo2de bath ſaide , theſe ſo;zowfal 
dapes ſhalbe ſhoztned, of which moſt 
happy number, whoſe names are re- 
giſtred in the booke of life, mp firme 
faith is, that pou are one, as by pour 
ſtedfaſt faith, and fruits of the ſame, 
it doth appeare. And wheras pou ſap 
that my ſimple letters haue bene a 
ſtap and comfozt to you, J am moſte 
glad therof,+ do moſt hartely pꝛapſe 
God therfoze:that God of his greate 
mercy wtll vſe me pooze miſer of the 
wozlde, as his inſtrument oz meane 
to doe good to anye one of hys deare 


ſaints, And J do moſte hartely deſier 


pou to fozxene mee my great negly- 
gence towardes you. in that JF hane 
not moze oftner w2itten letters to 
pou, ſeing that you do ſo well eſteme 
them as pou do. But if god ſpare me 


4 vie, 


1 


” OO - © — 2: 


ath his ſeale, which fs the ſpirite of 


r 


. 7 * 
2 þ N 
J | — — 8 — — — * oy 
: : | 7 3 
4 2 


Letters 07 


life, J wyll be a littell moze diligent | 
to wzite vnto you, then heretofoze 3 
haue bene. And as fo2 my poze pꝛap⸗ 
er, as pou haue bene, ſo ſhal pou con- 
tinually be ſure of it. truſte pou doe 
alſo remember me in poures, as pour 
large and louing dedes do declare no 
leſſe. Ah good ſyſter what doe pou 
meane to ſende me fo rich a token. As 
las pou make me ſoꝛy to ſe how care⸗ 
full you are fo2 me, and what greate 
coſt pou haue beſtowed vppon mea 
moſt vnp2ofitable member in Chzt- 
ſtes church. But verily J do perceiue | 
whereaboute pou go. Bou are minded 
to bzing God a great deale into pour 
debt, and to put pour money bnto a 
godly vſurp, acco2ding to the ſainge 
of the wiſe man: He that hath pitpe 
bpon the poze (ſaith be) lendeth vnto| 
the loꝛd, and loke what helateth ont, 
it ſhalbe paid him againe. The lozde 
recompence pour pitiful hert, which 
is ſo carefull foz the childꝛen of «od 
in the time of their captiuity. God be 
bleſſed who bath made pou ſo chere⸗ 
kal in geuinge , and diligent in well. 
doing“ 
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8 lohn Careles. | | 
|, \, ving,foz verely the time is at hand, | 

that pou ſhal reap without ceaſing, 
the fruit of eternall life. Therkoze be 
of good chere,foz they that now ſow 
their good ſede with teares , ſhal the 
reap their full ſheues with gladnes, 
and god ſhal wipe al teares fro their 
eyes fo2 ener. Caſt all pour care bpon 
the lozd, and commit pour ſoule and 
body vnto him as vnto a faitbfal cres | 
ato; : foz doubtles deare ſiſter, he co- 
tinuallpe kepeth pon, and careth foz 
vou. The moſte and pzincipall thing 
| that God requireth of pon, is, that 
| pou be fullye perſwaded, that be ca- 
reth foz pou, and that he is pour god 
and moſt deare louinge father , and | 
wilbe ſo fo2 ener. Without this faith 
and true perſwaſion , you can not 
eee him, pou can not commit and 
etake pour ſelfe wholpe vnto hym, 
you can not trulp feare him, oz loue 
him in dede, pon can not call vppon 
bim, oz hartely pzay vnto him. Ther 
koze let this be pour alone and conti⸗ 
nuall endenoz,to be confirmed moze 
and moze of this, that God is poure 


1 G. l. TL molt | 
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,moft deare louinge faher, thongbe- 
Jeſus Ch2iſt,that be hath a moſt tẽ⸗ 
| ber care oner pou and fo2 you , as 
al wales he hath had, and alwals wil 
| haue, both in ſoule and body, fo: this 
lpfe and fo2 eternall lpfe, bowſoener 
 thinges appeare and ſeme onto pou, 
Accozding as you beleue, ſo ſhal it be 
vnto pou, and as you think God wil 
bee vnto pou, ſo ſhall pou fele hym: 
Think therfoze ſwetelpe of the lozde 
and bis goodnes, and pꝛap fo2 the en 
! creaſe of faith, whiche God graunte 


| vnto vs both foz his mercies ſake, A⸗ 


men. Tbus, moſt deare and faithfnll 
ſiſter, foz this time J make an ende, 
commpttinge pou and all pours, to 
Goddes molt mercifull defence, Who 
| bieNe,kepe, and pꝛeſerue you, nowe 
and ro2 enermaze Amen. Fate you 
well in E bꝛiſt good ſiſter. 


Four poze dꝛother and datly ©2atoz Jhon 
Caceles pꝛiſoner ofthe Loꝛde at al time a⸗ 
bpding hys mol} mercitul wil and pleſure, 


| * Pap, pray. 
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John Careles to the ſelfe ſame 
woman. 


CTye euerlaſting peace of G DD in Jeſus 
Chiiſt, the continuall aide and ſtrength, ioye 
and com loztes of htv moſt puer, holy, æ migh⸗ 
ty ſpirit, with the encreaſe of faith and liuelp 
kelinges of his eternal merctes , be moſt effec=- 
tuonfly wzought tu. your hart, aud grauen in 
pour mind, my deare frend and faithful louing 
ſiſter R. E. to the full finiſhing of all the good 
woꝛkes which he hath moſt gractoufly begon 
in you, that the ſame ( bp al — army 
be to the ſetting fozth of Gods glozpe, 
the commoditp ok his poꝛe afklicz 
tcd Church and to youre 
owne euerlaſtinge 
comkoit e in 
him. . 2 
men 


N wwbyche happen to me, 
VA deareſiſter in the 102d, 
A puttinge me in remem⸗ 


pbappy departure and fi- 
nal delinerice to be at hand. do moue | 


G. li. my 


An other letter ſent frs the ſame F 


2aunce of my maooſte | 
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my poze hart to much ſpiritual mirth | 
and gladnes in the lozd,cuen ſo doth | 
the daily remembzance ok pon, and o⸗ 
ther thre deare ſaindes of Sod (e whom 
Iſhallleaue behynde mee) engender 
much ſo;ow and ſadnes, euen to my 
verp ſoule, to ſe in what a miſerable 
| wo2lde pou mult remaine, ſubiect to 
| our deſerued plages bothe ſpirituall 
and tepo2al. In reſpect wherof, as J 
dailp make mention of you in my c0- 
tinual payers, that God wil p2otect 
you bnder the wynges of bys mercp, 
from al things that map be hurtfull 
epther to ſoule oz bodpe: ſo haue J 
thought it good, pea, mp verp boun 
den dutp, to w2ite theſe few lines vn 
to pou, as well to comfozt pou, what 
loeuer croſſe it ſhal pleaſe the Lozde 
to lap vpõ pon,as alſo to warne pou 
to walke circumſpealp, as the chylde 
ok lig bt, leaſt at any time the darke- 
nes ſhould onertake pou, as it is like 
to doe thoſe fooliſhe virgins, whiche 
| haue let thetr lampes go out alredy, 
p b2:degromes coming being ſo nigh 
"ar hand, as ſuerly it is not far hence. 
as 
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as it appeareth both by ß pzopbectes 
of the holy ſcriptnres,4+ alſo by dailp 
eraples, wherof we have experience. 
God fo2 his Chaiſtes ſake gene vs al 
grace diligently to watch and pꝛap, 
that we mape be readpe pꝛepared foz 
that longe deſired daye . Amen. Mp 
deare ſiſter R. cal to your remebzance 
always the great lone and merciful] 
kindnes that God your moſt deare lo 
uing father bathe from time to time 
extended vnto pou, ſpectallpe in that 
de would voucheſafe to gene foz pou 
bis owne onlp t dearly beloned ſon, 
in whome was and is all his whole 
pleaſare and deligbte, vnto the verpe 
death of the croſſe, pea and that whe 


{ pou were his berp enemy, the chylde 
ok wꝛath, the bonde ſeruaunt of Sa- 
than, and a verp fierbzand of hel, and 


ſhould haue ſo remained foz ener. Co 


ſider alſo, howe he bathe genen pou | 
| with his ſwete ſonne, al thinges ne- | 


ceſſarp either fo; bodpe oꝛ ſoule, yea 
all that euer is in heauen and eartb, 


ll. of 


| and hath made pon by bim, heire vn- | 
| to himſelfe, and owner and poſſeſlo: 
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of al that euer he hath. In conſidera⸗ 
tio wherok, pou ought ſo to lone him 
| againe,that nothinge ſhoald be able 
- |] to ſeperate you from him: pea of ve 
ryloug only pon ought to ſerue him 
| in ſuch holines and righteouſnes, as 
is accept befoze him, all the dayes of 
poure lite: and alſo to abltaine moſte | 
| willinglpe, from all thinges that be | 
| deteſtable in bis (ighte, what daun- | 


pO EY „ Hl _ 
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ger ſo euer ſhoulde enſue to you fog 
| the ſame. But in dede, my dear hart, 
[ to be plaine with pou, 3 doe heare to 
j my great grief that the due conſidera 
tion of this greate loue and infinite 
mercp of god, hath not yet effectuouſ | 
Ip wꝛought al theſe afozeſaid things 
in pou, accoꝛding to my long crpec- 
tacton;but it is enfozmed me by cre- 
dible perſons that pou, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding the great loue of God towards 
vou, and the excellent knowledge he 
hath ſo graciouſlpe geuen you befoze 
many other, doe pet manpe times de⸗ 
file pour faith, 2 mariage garment, 
with comming into the companye of 
filthy idolaters,at the time of thep2 
Pa Ante 
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dant bottomles loue #4 mercy of God 
towardes pou , hath not pet in ſuche | 
ſozte ben conſidered of pon, that it 
hath (as it ought to haue done) ſwa⸗ 
lowed bp all the vaine lone of the 
'woz2lde. Ah, where is true faith be- 
come, and liuelp feling of Gods mer⸗ 
cy, that were wont to make the chil - 
dꝛen of god diligent to kepe Goddes 
commaundementes, and merilpe to 
beare his croſle:? But perchaunce pou 
do not thinke it a bzeaking of Gods | 
commaundementes, to goe to the F- | 
dols temple, and to bee pzeſent with 
tbe papiſtes at their ſuperſticious fer 
nice.*c. But god foꝛbid you ſhould be 
ſo ignoꝛãt, after ſo many inſtrudiõs, 
in ſo great 4 weightpe a matter. oz 
ſurely the vnknowen ſicknes 1s moſt 
daungerous evermoze, as experience 
teacheth. But J verily thinke,at the | 
leaſt wiſe J hope, that poure knowe | 
ledge ts ſo great in theſe things, that 
the daunger in being partaker with 
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the wicked, is not hid fro your eyes. | 
: Where - 
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| Therfoze your fault is ſo muche the 
greater, f the ſozer puniſhmet is due 
| 


— 


fo2 the lame. But mp vndoubted. 
truſt is, that almighty God our moſt | 


deare louinge father, wyll not leaue 
you in your weakneſe, but wil rayſe 
pou vp agapne , by true and earneſt | 
repentance, and geue you ſuch grace 
and ſtrength of his ſpirit, that hence 
foztb pou ſhalbe ſo far from cominge 
| to anye of theyzabhominable ſaper- 
ſtition, that you ſhall be able well to 
perſuade this bearer,and many other 
tbe ſainctes of God from tbe ſame, J 
knowe deare barte that thys thinge 
which J requter of you, wil b2png a 
reat croſſe vnto pou, as well at the 
bandes of pour huſband, as of manp 
| other pour wozldly frendes and foes. 
But let not that diſcourage pou any 
thing at all, ſpth pou are one of the 
choſen childzen of God, to whom bps 
croſſe doth ſpecially belonge. Let not 
tribulation fo2 rightcouſneſſe ſake, 
ſeme a ſtraunge thing vnto pou: but 
rather reioyce and be glad, that God 
| will vouche pou wozthye of ſo great 
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dignity. Fo2 trulye it is the greateſt 
bonoz2, that God can binge his clea 
bnto in this moztall life: J meane to 
make them his witnefes to p wozld, 
and to make them woztbye to ſaffer 
foꝛ his ſake, which thinge is not per - 
mitted to the higheſt Angell in hea- 
uen:albeit J belenc they wolde moze 
retopce thereof, then in all the glozye 
they haue. Ob Whye are we then ſo 
loth to come to this great pzomotis, 
ſeing it is the verye ozdinance of god 
bppon all his deare chpldzen „ as 
S. Paule affirmeth,ſaying: To pou 
it is geuen not only that yon ſhould 
beleue in Jeſus Ch2iſf, but alſo that 
pou ſhould ſuffer foz his ſake. Again 
be ſaith ; all that will line godlpe in 
Chiifſf Jeſu,muſt ſuffer perſecution. 

Oh what cauſe haue we to retotce, if 
it pleaſe God, by ſuſfringes to make 
vs ſome thing cofozmable to the pal⸗ 
ſions of our ſwete Chzift, who fpzfte 
ſaffred fo2 vs, and afterward entred 
into bis glozye : Wee baue in thps 
wozldnothing ſo much to reioice in, 


as that we are made meete to be bn- 
der 
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der the trolle with Choyft. Foz ther- | 


by are we aſſared,not onlye that the 
glozious ſpirite of god reſteth vpon 
vs, but alſo that we ſhall reign with 
Chꝛziſte, and bee glozifyed together 
with him, who hathe teſtified with 
his owne mouth, tbat they be bleſſed 
which ſuffer perſecution fo2 righte⸗ 
ouſnes ſake , fo; theirs ( ſaieth he) is 
the kingedome of heauen: into the 
which we muſt alſo enter by manye 
tribulatiõs. Happp is he(ſaith chziſt) 


that endureth to thend. Be faithfull 


vnto death ( ſaith the holy ghoſte)+ 3 
will geue tbeea crowne of life, xc. 
But what mean J to make ſo long a 
circfſtance vnto pou, mp deare hart, 
who knoweth al theſe things as wel 
oz better then J: Oh that you hadde 


| the grace and ſtrẽgtb to do "al things 


accozdinge to poure knowledge: J 
meane, concerning the fleing krö J- 
dolatry,and ſuffering fo2 the truth. 
as koz al other things, J know you 


Ob tbat vou durſte pledge me of the 
ſame cap>(f need do re requier) whe! 


_ the _ 


are vnſpotted,p2aiſed be god fo2 pou. | 
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the loꝛd of our gloꝛy bath not refuſed 
| himſcif to dzinke betoze vs, and hath 

left bs an example to folow his fote- 

ſteps, that be might crowne vs wyth 

bis owne glozpe, and molt pꝛecious 
giftes. Oh lo2b helpe thy deare chil- 

dzen that wold faine come vnto the, 

and loke not narowly vpo our ſins, 

which are the cauſe of dure long ab- 

ſence from thee, but coner thepm fo2 

thy Chziſtes ſake, with the mantell 

of thy manifold mercies, whycbe far 
ſurmounteth al thy wozkes. that we 

map not be aſhamed, but retopce at 
thy moſt gloztons comming,p which 
do thou haſten accozding to thy p20- 
miſe,fo2 thy choſens ſake. Me baue 
deare ſiſter, bene of longe ſeaſon ac- 
quainted with this earthlpe old man 
ok ours to much, which is ful of (in, 
and p2eſſeth downe ſo2e our vnder- 
ſfading,that it ts needful fo2 vs to be 
tried th2oughe manye trpbulations, 
that the ruſt therof mygbt be woane 
awaye,that we might be made mete | 
veſſels foz the lo2des owne vſe, and 
be ſanctifyed to honour, Happy is be 

that 
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that endureth thaſticinge . Mhyche 
| bleſing(my good ſiſter) God offereth | 
vnto vs at this pzeſent,yea, and dim 
ſcife alſs as our moſte deere louinge 
fatber. Let vs willingly embzace him 
therfoze,and geue thankes vnto his 
name, that hath triumphantlp gotte 
victozpe oner al our ennemies, and is 
now pleading our cauſe on the right 
band of God his fatber, in the kyng- 
dome of heauen, where be kepeth po- 
Neſton foz vs. To whom if we direct 
oure eyes wpth a ſtedfaſt fapth, wee 
ſhal not nede to feare,neſther death, 
| ſpnne , noz bell, fo2 thepz whole po- 
wer is taken awaye , and Chziftes 
| righteouſnes maketh anſwer foz vs. 
Pea he is wholp ours with al bis me | 
rites, mercies and moſte ſwete ſuffe- 
ringes, and lve are his fo; euermoze: 
ſo that we map boldly ſap, the loꝛd is 
our helpe, and therfoze we wyll not 
| feare what man mape do vnto vs, fo: 
be is but lleſge, and his bzeath is in 
bys noſtrels: but tbe ſtrengtbe of the 
loꝛd, andthe power of bis wozd endu 
retb fo euer:vnto the whyche let vs 
1 ſedfalfly 
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confounded. Pp deare frend e faith- ' 


ſtedfaſtly truſt,+ then ſhal we not be 


ful ſiſter K. thynke no bnkyndnes in 
me, that J wzite thus boldlpe vnto 


pou ; foz berily it is of pure lone and | 


a true hart that J beare vnto pou, as 
Jam moſt depelp bound, yea double 
and treble. J haue plentifally reaped 
your temporal things,god recopence 
pon fo it. And onght not J the much 


moꝛe to ſow vnto yon ſome of thoſe | 


ſppritual thinges, wherewpth God 


bath bleſſed me: pes trulp:and ener- 
laſfynge woe and damnation were 
moſt due and ſuer vnto me, if J did it 
not. God foz his chꝛiſtes ſake,fozgeue 
me my great neglygence in thys be⸗ 
balfe towardes pou, and al the reſt of 
bys deare childꝛen, whome J lone 
in the lozd, as mine owne ſoule, and 


thanke God moſt hartelpe, that pou 


do me likewyſe, whych am moſt vn⸗ 


woꝛthy of the ſame. God geue me the 
ſpizite of pꝛaper, that J mape there- | 


with ſupply ſome part of my duty to 
| wardes pou:foz verily J am karre in 
your debt, and ſo am like to die. But 


mp 
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my cnet truſt is, that my good God, 
ko whoſe ſake J loſe lpfe and goods, 
and al earthly commoditpes, wyl a - 
| bundantlp recompence you wyth his 
bleflpng, both ſpirituall and tempo- 
ral, and in the ende b:tnge pon bnto 
me, in the place of perpetual iop and 
quictnes, where we ſhal reſt from al 

our labo2s, and rematne together to2 
ſeuermoꝛe. There ſhail we moſt per⸗ 
fectly know one another perſonally: 
thoughe in thys Iyfe we are not like 
to doe ſo,foz J am alredy p2oclaimed | 
heretike at Paules croſſe, J pꝛapſe 
god moſt harttly foz it. o nowe J 
know z ſhal ſhoztly be with him, foz | 
whole ſake d am ſo called: and ſhalbe 
yet moze ſolenely þ (day after Tri⸗ 
nity ſunday, docto2 Harpeſfielo ſaith, 
1x thanke him fo2 his patnes. Fo: be 
ha th geuen me good warning to pꝛe⸗ 
pate my ſelte ready againſt the daye| 
of ſlaughter: whiche time is not pct | 
in their handes,fo2 all their bzagges| | 
and pꝛoud boſtinges, but in the good 
wil + determinatto of mp moſt __ 
| 2 and louinge father, And right 
u 
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fuer à am, that they(Jmeane mp e” 

* nemies) and it al the diuels in heli do 
| belpe theym,can not ſhoꝛten mp life 
one minute of an howꝛe, otherwyſe 
then GOD hath appoynted,fo2 his 
gloꝛp and my eternal pꝛofit. There⸗ 

foze vpon him wil Jcaſt all my care, 
t be careles, accozding to my name, 
in ſpite of theym all, and tell them F 
will, when J come befoze them, that 
God doth laughe al their dotnges to | 
N ſcozne, and ſho:tlye wyll bzinge all | 
their tounſelles to naught, to their 
owne vtter confuſion, if they be not | 
conuerted, Fo2 whiche thing let vs| | 


_— a 


pꝛape to him, whiche onelpe is able 
to dee it, and wpl,when he ſeeth hys 
good time and pleaſure. In p meane 
ſpace, the (ame LORUDC gene 
Ibs hys peace and pacience, with plen 

tiful conſolation and ſope in the holy 
ghoſt: who gouerne, gupde, lead and | 
conduct bs vnto the very end. Thus | 
pet once agapne J commit pon bnto | 
Goddes moſte mercyfull defence, | 
who eucr hane pon, and all poures, 


in hys bleſſed keping. The bleſſinge 
| ok 
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of God be wpth vou enermoze. 2- : 


| 


men. | 08 


Foures foz euer moſte vntepnedlpe, 3 ohn 
Careles, pzyſoner of the Lozde, at all ty⸗ 
mes abidinge his moſt merciful wyl e plea- 


(ure. Pap, pzay,p3zays 


FINIS, 


„„ 
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